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The President's Address 
Gentlemen: — 
We have good reason for being 
.veil satisfied with the progress we 
have made during the past twelve 
months. 
Our investigations are now well 
under way, and we have already 
succeeded in saving from probable 
loss or destruction a vast amount 
of data relating to the history of 
the Okanagan Valley and its devel-
opment since the arrival of the first 
white settlers; and this, as you are 
aware, was one of the principal ob-jects we had in view when the 
Society was formed . 
In dealing with the history of the 
Okanagan Valley, all history relat-
ing to British Columbia comes with-
in our purview and is open to us 
for investigation. We are, however, 
more particularly interested in the 
history of this portion of the Pro-
vince; and in the penetration of the 
interior of British Columbia from 
the Columbia River north, by the 
fur traders and missionaries, dur-
ing the first half of the last century, 
and in such evidence as we have of 
the presence here of white invaders 
from the south prior to that period. 
The field here for observation in 
the study of Natural History is 
wide. The intrusion of the North 
Sonoran Zone where it crosses the 
international boundary line at Oso-
yoos, introduces into the southern 
interior of this Province certain 
plants, animals, birds and reptiles 
found no where else in the Domin-
ion. 
Some subjects have been intro-
duced in this Report which have not 
been very fully dealt with. We 
hope to be able to deal with them 
more exhaustively in future reports; 
for this reason our members are 
earnestly requested to send in with 
as little delay as possible, any facts 
or data they may be in possession of 
to the Secretary. It is only by 
securing information from all pos-
sible sources, and then by compari-
son and deduction, that it is pos-
sible to reach that degree of ac-
curacy which is so desirable in 
dealing with matters of local history. 
If, in pursuing our investigations, 
we succeed in making the Okanagan 
Valley with its past romantic his-
tory, its peculiar flora and fauna 
and its many natural attractions, 
better known to our own people, 
the people of Victoria, Vancouver 
and elsewhere in the Province, one 
of the chief ends of the Society will 
be attained. 
A Unique Faunal Area In Southern B.C. 
Max H. Ruhmann 
During the early progress of the Biological Survey of the North 
American Continent it was realized that North America is divisable into 
three great primary Transcontinental Regions. 
The Fauna and Flora within each of these Regions are not homo-
geneous but present marked differences which have led to the sub-
division of each region into a number of minor belts or areas character-
ized by particular associations of animals and plants. These divisions 
are grouped as follows: — 
Region 
Boreal 
Zone 
1. Arctic 
2. Hudsonian 
3. Canadian 
Faunal Area 
A n t r a l 
Tropical 
4. Transition 
.">. Upper Austral 
(5. Lower Austral 
7. Tropical 
( a. Alleghanian area. 
- 1). Arid transition area. 
' e. Pacific Coast area. 
j a. Carolinian area. 
I b. Upper Sonoran area. 
( a. Lower Sonoran area. 
- b. Austroriparian area. 
( e. Semi-tropical or Gulf Strip. 
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The greater part of Canada is covered by the Arctic, Hudsonian and 
Canadian Zones. The Transition Zone is only present in small areas 
north of the International Boundary, appearing in Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, a considerable portion of Saskat-
chewan and Alberta, the southern Interior of B. C , the southern-most 
portion of Vancouver Island, and a small area around Vancouver. 
The Upper Austral Zone is entirely confined to the United States and 
does not approach the Canadian Line at any point except in the southern-
most portion of the Okanagan Valley in B. C. where the subdivision of this 
Zone known as the Upper Sonoran Faunal area occurs. This area com-
mences approximately west of the 100th Meridian, running south to North-
ern Mexico and north to Dakota, Montana and Washington in continuous 
but irregular lines extending from central Washington by a very narrow 
arm into the Okanagan Valley, merging abruptly into the Transition 
Zone at Okanagan Falls. 
This intrusion is unique in that in this small area can be found 
plants and animals which do not occur in any other part of Canada. 
Except in California, the most conspicuous vegetation of the Upper 
Sonoran area is the true sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) which, how-
ever, is equally abundant in the Transition Zone. Several species of the 
so-called "grease woods" which are represented by the Antelope Bush, 
Purshia tridentata, in the Upper Sonoran area occur in B. C. This bush 
is most distinctive as it does not occur anywhere in B. C. outside of this 
area and does not appear in the Transition Zone. Among the character-
istic birds and mammals are the Burrowing Owl, Brewer's Sparrow, 
Nevada Sage Sparrow, Lazuli Finch, Sage Thrasher, Nuttall's poor-will, 
Bullock's Oriole, Rough-winged Swallow, Five-toed Kangaroo Rats, Poc-
ket Mice, Grasshopper Mice, Sage Chipmunk, Sage Cottontail, Idaho Rab-
bit, Black-tailed Jack Rabbit and the Oregon, Utah and Townsend's 
Ground Squirrels. Some parts of the Upper Sonoran area in Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho have so hot a climate that they might almost be 
considered Lower Sonoran. The localities referred to are the Alvord 
Desert in Southern Oregon, and certain parts of the Valley of the Snake 
and Columbia Rivers, including the lower part of the Canyon of the 
Des Chutes. While Alvord Desert is a direct continuation of the Sonoran 
Deserts of Nevada, the areas along the Columhia and Snake Rivers are 
completely isolated and widely removed, geographically, from the Lower 
Sonoran. Nevertheless, hot stretches in these Valleys have been reached 
by the Canyon Wren (Cortherpes mexicanus conspersus) as well as other 
southern species, and have been found adapted to the needs of a number 
of the Lower Sonoran fruits. In the Snake River Valley at Lewiston, 
Idaho and Almota, Wash., therefore, almonds, peanuts, sweet potatoes 
and a variety of Lower Austral fruits do as well as several hundred miles 
further south. 
Temperature is the most important single factor in fixing the limits 
beyond which particular species of plants and animals cannot go. In-
vestigations conducted by the Biological Survey have shown that the 
northward distribution of terrestrial animals and plants is governed by 
the sum of the positive temperatures for the entire season of growth and 
reproduction and that the southward distribution is governed by the mean 
temperatures of a brief period during the hottest part of the year. 
Governing Temperatures of the Zones 
Northern Limit Southern Limit 
Sum of normal Normal mean 
moan daily Temp. Temp, of six 
above 43F. hottest consecutive 
Region Zones weeks 
( Arctic 
Boreal -J Hudsonian 
' Canadian 
( Transition 
Austral -] Upper Austral 
f Lower Austral 
Tropical J Tropical 
Adapted from Merriam's Life Zones and Crop Zones of the U. S. 
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10,000 F. 
11,500 F. 
18,000 F. 
26,000 F. 
50 F. 
57.2 F. 
64.4 F. 
71.6 F. 
71.8 F. 
The Bison In the Okanagan Valley 
MAX H. Ruhmann 
In June 1919, Mr. Harry Mills, 
while prospecting on Mission Creek, 
12 miles from Kelowna, discovered 
some large bones in deposits of the 
Pleistocene Period on bedrock 
twelve feet below the surface 
of the soil. The bones, seven in 
number, consisted of two Cannon 
Bones (united metapodials), two 
Tibia (hind leg), one Humerus and 
two Ulna (fore leg). Besides these 
seven bones a considerable quantity 
of broken fragments were found. 
According to an affidavit signed by 
Mr. Harry Mills, the bones were 
covered by five strata consisting of: 
1, Blue clay; 2, coarse gravel; 3, 
yellow clay; 4, fine gravel; 5, a 
sandy loam. Each stratum aver-
aged over two feet in depth with a 
total depth of 12 feet above the 
bones. These bones were placed at 
the disposal of the Okanagan His-
torical and Natural History Society 
in the Fall of 1925 so that they 
might be identified. Dr. M. Y. Wil-
liams, Palaeontologist of the B. C. 
University, determined their period 
as the Pleistocene. The bones were 
identified as the limb bones of a 
species of Bison by Dr. D. W. Mat-
hews, Curator in Chief of the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, 
New York City. These findings were 
brought to the attention of Dr. 
Rudolph Anderson, Mammologist of 
the Canadian Biological Survey, who 
states that this interesting find will 
possibly extend the known range 
of the Bison. 
Kelowna—Its Name 
F. M. Buckland 
The original name for Kelowna 
and the surrounding country in the 
Indian tongue was "Nor-kwa-stin." 
This word means a hard black rock 
used by the Indians for the purpose 
of sharpening the flints for their 
arrow heads. It was by this name 
that the place was known until the 
coming of the whiteman. 
When the fur traders and trap-
pers came to the country they nam-
ed the place L'Anse au Sable or the 
Sandy Cove, and this name not only 
applied to the Lake shore but to the 
surrounding country and mountain 
slopes as well. It continued to 
bear this name until the establish-
ment of the R. C Mission when 
the name Okanagan Mission gradu-
ally superceded that of L'Anse au 
Sable. 
On the completion of the S. & O. 
Railway the C. P. R. established a 
regular steamboat service on the 
Lake and the village at the wharf 
was called Kelowna. It was August 
Gillard who was responsible for the 
name, and this is the Way it came 
about. 
What is known as the old town-
site had boundaries from Mill Creek 
to Bay Avenue and from Richter 
Street to the Lake and Abbott 
street. August Gillard had this as 
his pre-emption claim and his first 
abode was a "keekwillee" house 
beside the creek near the south 
side of Ellis street. There he made 
himself a dwelling—half dug-out 
and half shanty, where he lived. 
The story goes that some Indians 
who were passing by one winter 
day when the ground was covered 
with snow, saw smoke coming from 
a rudely built chimney, and stopped 
to inquire what sort of a person 
lived there. Gillard hearing the 
chatter outside his door, came 
crawling out of his dug-out in much 
the same manner as a bear might 
do coming out of his den. This 
thought must have struck the In-
dians for one called to the others 
"Kim-ach Touche, Kim-ach Touche" 
which means in their language 
"Brown bear, Brown bear," and, 
laughing at their joke continued to 
call the man or place or both "Kim-
ach Touche." 
The settlers on hearing that the 
Indians i ad given Gillard the name 
of Brown Bear changed it to 
Kelowna or grizzly bear which is 
easier to pronounce, and so the 
name stuck. When the Lequimes 
got the property they laid out the 
townsite and called the place Kelow-
na. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eli Lequime 
F . M. Buckland 
Long weeks on the ocean in a 
sailing vessel, seventy-five years 
ago. was not the picnic excursion 
of a few hours or days that is the 
limit of our ocean travel to-day. 
Seventy-five years ago a ship carried 
most of the essentials that kept body 
and soul together but no frills. 
Under such circumstances at the 
time of the California gold rush, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Lequime, having 
left France to seek their fortune in 
a new land, met Mr. and Mrs. 
Fratessa who had left Switzerland 
with similar ambitions. Lequime was 
a young trader and Fratessa a 
dairyman, both couples were young 
and had much in common and a 
friendship sprang up between them 
which lasted their life time. When 
they arrived in San Francisco, Peter 
Fratessa started a dairy farm and 
Lequime opened a store and for 
years catered to the needs of the 
Spanish ranchers and the miners 
on the creeks and hills of the in-
terior. 
Each rejoiced in the success of 
the other and it was with genuine 
regret that, when the California 
boom ended and the Fraser excite-
ment drew men north, the Lequimes 
followed them and packed their 
stock of goods and supplies to Hope, 
which was then the head of navi-
gation on the Fraser. Here again 
business was good and it was not 
until Father Pandosy called on them 
that they thought of moving. Fath-
er Pandosy told them of the big 
possibilities of trade at Rock Creek 
which was then a mining camp of 
over 40 00 men. 
The summer of 1862 saw Mr. 
and Mrs. Lequime en route with a 
pack train over the Hope Trail, 
bound for Rock Creek, a journey 
of over 175 miles over a newly 
made trail which at one place reach-
ed an altitude of 5000 feet. The 
children were carried in panniers 
on the back of an ox. There were 
no tourists camps by night nor cars 
by day for the reason that there 
was not even a road. The nights 
in the higher altitudes were cool 
and the whole trip was roughing 
it. Eventually the party reached 
Rock Creek where Mr. Lequime at 
once opened a store and saloon, 
continuing at that place for two 
years, when the camp petered out. 
Their next move was to Okanagan 
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Mission. Here they prospered; the 
country was rich in mineral wealth, 
and the miners had ready money to 
spend for supplies. Lequime operat-
ed a cattle and horse ranch, black-
smith shop, post office, and saw 
mill, and had the only trading post 
between Kamloops and Osoyoos. In 
those days the Hope Trail was the 
connecting link with the Coast. A 
pack train of forty mules, carrying 
Lequime's goods and equipment, 
was a common sight on the trail. 
In this way the first piano and 
billiard table was brought into the 
Okanagan, as well as many other 
heavy articles, such as wagons, 
mowers and other machinery. 
Accomplished liquists, the Le-
quimes did business in French, Eng-
lish, Spanish, Chinook, or any of 
the Okanagan tongues as the need 
arose. The medium of exchange 
varied also; they would accept gold 
dust, furs, or cattle, as readily as 
coin of the realm. In those days 
the smallest coin passing in circula-
tion was the two-bit piece, any 
smaller coin brought in was saved 
up and shipped out of the country. 
Later on, the land being settled 
with ranchers on a smaller scale, 
and the miners having long since 
gone to richer fields, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lequime sold out to their sons and 
moved to San Francisco. Accom-
panying them were their daughter, 
Miss Aminade and a grand-daughter, 
Dorothy, who inherited from her 
father, Gaston Lequime, the piece 
of land now the Kelowna City Park. 
The story of the kidnapping of 
the little boy, Bernard Lequime, 
and other interesting incidents 
would take too long to tell. But 
on one occasion a naked Indian, 
with a hunting knife in his hand, 
and murder in his heart had wrig-
gled and squirmed his way forward 
so stealthily that he managed to 
come within a short distance of Mr. 
Lequime who was working in the 
garden at the time. Lequime saw 
the danger in time and, with the 
savage at his heels, ran for his life 
to the house. He managed to reach 
it and slammed the door shut on 
the extended arm of the Indian who 
struck at him as he crossed the 
threshold. Lequime now had the 
door tightly shut on the arm of the 
helpless Indian, and called loudly 
to his wife to bring the axe to 
chop off the arm and teach the 
scoundel a lesson, for Lequime was 
a resolute man when aroused and 
not to be trifled with. But the 
softer counsels of Mrs. Lequime pre-
vailed. It would only start trouble 
with the Indians she said, and he 
was allowed to go. 
I do not know that this was the 
origin of the expression "Get there 
Eli" but it seems to me it might 
have been. This expression was 
very common around Okanagan 
Mission in early days, and was of-
ten shouted vociferously on the oc-
casion of a fight or a horse race. 
Note—The Society has on hand 
a large amount of information re-
garding the lives of the early set-
tlers, but it is not ready for publi-
cation. We hope to have most of it 
ready for our next Report. Ed. 
The Establishment of Okanagan Mission 
F. M. Buckland 
In dealing with the establishment 
of Okanagan Mission it will be nec-
essary to refer back to 18 58, to a 
time when the American soldiers 
were having trouble with the In-
dian tribes in Washington Terri-
tory. At Yakama we hear of Fath-
er Pandosy, an Oblate priest, who 
had established a Mission at that 
place, getting into the bad graces 
of the authorities. They accussed 
him of favoring the Indians, and 
found powder and balls buried in his 
garden. Pandosy is told to leave 
the country, and seeking an asylum 
with the Jesuits at Colville, waits 
there until word comes to him that 
he is to go to British Columbia and 
establish _a Mission at Okanagan. 
The good Father is broken hearted 
at leaving his beloved Yakamas, 
but prepares to follow instructions 
of Bishop Demers of Vancouver Is-
land, and takes his exile with a 
good grace. As the Bishop of Van-
couver had not at his command a 
large enough staff to allow the 
opening of the proposed new Mis-
sion in the interior of B. C. nego-
tiations had to be opened with Man-
ager Nesqually (Archbishop Blan-
chet) whereby reinforcements could 
be obtained. This for a time seem-
ed doubtful, but on the arrival of 
two more priests, or students, about 
to be ordained, the situation cleared. 
Father Pandosy wintered in Col-
ville 1858-59 enjoying the hospit-
ality of the Jesuits there as best 
he might, for they were very poor. 
Their poverty was so great that he 
failed to obtain from them the 
necessary supplies or horses to lead 
a missionary band into' the wilder-
ness, and in April he is still at 
Colville waiting further orders. 
Father Pierre Richard is then com-
manded to go with Bro. Surel to Ft. 
Hope on the Fraser and there pro-
cure horses and equipment. From 
Hope all three Missionaries will pro-
ceed as Father Pandosy is expected 
to meet them there. Letters from 
Fr. Richard however show that 
horses are not to be obtained at 
Hope. So leaving Bro. Surel to take 
charge of the baggage, he proceeds 
to Kamloops where he is successful 
in procuring the necessary pack 
animals through the kind assistance 
of Lolo, a Chief of the Shuswap 
Indians. This is in August 1859, 
and Fr. Richard has written two 
letters to Colville asking Fr. Pan-
dosy to meet him at Ft. Thompson, 
or at Kamloops. Then we find that 
Fr. Richard has sent the pack-horses 
by way of the Nicola trail and the 
Hope Mountains to Bro. Surel, who 
is still at Hope with the baggage 
that awaits transportation, while he journeys to Okanagan Lake and his 
later appointment with Fr. Pan-
dosy at L'Anse au Sable. So it was 
at this place that Fr. Pandosy and 
Fr. Richard met in October 1859, 
influenced no doubt by the reports 
they had received from the Fur 
Trader who had visited here for 
forty odd years previous. That they 
were not disappointed in their ex-
pectations is evident by a letter 
they wrote to the Rev. Father D' 
Herbomez and was forwarded to the 
Rev. Founder in France with the 
remark that "I have received some 
letters from Fathers Pandosy and 
Richard (Pierre). The Rev. Jesuit 
Fathers at Colville have given them 
all the assistance their poverty per-
mitted them to offer, they have 
their promise of fresh aid. 
"I will content myself with send-
ing you a resume of Fr. Pandosy's 
letter: 
"L'Anse au Sable, 9 October 1859 
"Rev. Father: 
"We arrived at the place which 
we have chosen for our Mission. 
It is a great valley situated on the 
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left bank of the great Lake Okan-
agan, and rather near the middle 
of the Lake. I shall not Attempt 
to make you understand the rea-
son why we have adopted this place 
in preference to any other. The 
L'Anse au Sable is the largest val-
ley of all the surrounding country; 
all who know it praise it. The cul-
tivable land is immense and I my-
self believe that if Fr. Blanchet is 
able to send us next year, some 
vine cuttings, we shall be able to 
start a plantation, for when Bro. 
Surel arrives, if he accepts my 
plans, we shall elevate our little 
demesne to the middle of the plain, 
against a little hill very well ex-
posed, and we shall be able to sing: 
"C'est surtout a l'abri du event 
Qu'il se chauffe au soleil levant 
C'est une vigne, etc. 
"Already we have a white family 
near us—it is probable that others 
will present themselves before win-
ter, or at least at the beginning 
of the season. Upon the Fraser and 
the River Thompson, there are not 
ten thousand acres of agricultural 
land. All we could do on the Fras-
er would be a depot-house for the 
necessary provisions for the Mis-
sions. This depot will be placed on 
right hand of the fork where the 
Lillooet River empties itself; and 
our Mission, like that which is pro-
posed to establish at Fort Alexand-
er, will there find all the necessary 
resources without exposing any of 
the horses to perish in the Hope 
mountain." 
Fr. Pandosy wrote regarding the 
valley "All who know it praise it." 
A remark that was substantiated 
by Governor Dallas of Fort Garry 
in 18 62 when approached by the 
leaders of that adventurous party, 
who crossed the plains, and entered 
this province by way of the Yellow-
head Pass. He told them after a 
long and encouraging interview to 
"be sure to visit the Okanagan and 
have a look at that most wonderful 
valley." 
Bro. Surel eventually arrived with 
the pack horses, and the Mission-
aries made their first camp at the 
south end of Duck Lake or Schoo-
cum, where the squatter white fam-
ily had a cabin on what is now the 
Postill Ranch. There they experi-
enced a winter of intense cold and 
deep snows, making the game 
scarce and the hunting so difficult 
that it became necessary to slaugh-
ter their horses to sustain life and 
vary the Indian food that consisted 
of baked moss, dried berries and 
roots washed down by a brew made 
from the Hudson's Bay tea shrub 
(Ledum Groenlandicum). T h e y 
lived off the country as they found 
it, bareheaded and barefooted in the 
summer, clothed in skins and moc-
casins in winter, and working in 
poverty as they planted their vines, 
fruit trees, and garden seeds, and 
with very little assistance from the 
outside to encourage them in their 
desire to teach the natives hus-
bandry as well as Christianity. 
In the Spring of 1860 we hear 
of the Fathers moving to the "little 
hill well exposed" that rises between 
Dry Creek and Rutland Siding 
where they spend the Summer. In 
December, 1860 they drive their 
pre-emption stakes on the bank of 
a stream some miles further south, 
now known as Mission Creek. Here 
they established a permanent Mis-
sion, building themselves a little 
church, school and Mission house, 
of logs from the bush nearby, and 
hauled to place by a horse whose 
harness the ingenious Fathers had 
constructed by twisting rye grass to-
gether. Some of these old buildings 
are still in good repair, and can be 
seen from the road. So can the old 
orchard planted sixty years ago by 
these Missionaries who soon had a 
cattle ranch to manage as well as 
the church and school. These were 
the men who performed the first 
marriage ceremony, baptism and 
funeral rites in this District, and 
to these good priests many of the 
men and women who are among us 
today, not only in Kelowna, but 
north to White Valley and south to 
Similkameen, owe their knowledge 
of the three R's. 
Settlement At L'Anse Au Sable 
F. M. Buckland 
Just as near to one hundred and I along the lake opposite Kelowna, 
fifteen years ago today, 1st Nov. 
If26, as it is possible to get, David 
Stuart and three companions passed 
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on their way north, trading with 
the Indians. They were undoubted-
ly the first white men to visit our 
valley that we have any written 
record of. although there is every 
reason to believe that the Spaniards 
entered this country at a much 
earlier date. 
Forty eight years after, in 1859, 
Cyprian Laurence staked the first 
pre-emption claim in the vicinity 
of Kelowna. The place was then 
called L'Anse an Sable or Sandy 
Cove. This name applied not only 
to the Lake beach but to the sur-
rounding country and the mountain 
slopes as well, and it was by this 
name the place was known for many 
years before it became known as 
Okanagan Mission. 
To explain the events which led 
up to- the presence of Stuart and 
Laurence in the valley I must take 
you back to the years 1809 and 1810 
when the Northwest Company's men 
were pushing their way through the 
mountains, streams, and lakes of 
Western Canada in search of furs 
and suitable places where they 
could establish trade with the In-
dians. 
At this time the Nor-westers had 
two rivals, first the Hudson's Bay 
Company, incorporated in May, 
1670, and later the Pacific Fur 
Company, organized by John Jacob 
Astor, of New York, who remained 
at the head of the concern until 
1813, when they sold out to the 
Nor-westers. Mr. Astor started in 
the fur business as early as 1796, 
working in with the Canadians in 
Montreal until 1808, when he start-
ed in a small way for himself; and 
in 18 09 he organized the Ameri-
can Fur Company, or as it is some-
times called, the Missouria Fur 
Company. In 1810 he organized 
the Pacific Fur Company with the 
object of controlling the fur trade 
on the Columbia River. So on 
Sept. 8th, 1810 he had the ship 
Tonquin sail from New York har-
bor for the mouth of the Columbia 
with a band of traders and trappers, 
mostly Canadians, won over from 
the North West Company hy induce-
ments of higher pay. 
A good description of the voyage 
around Cape Horn and by the Sand-
wich Islands will be found in Wash-
ington Irving's "Astoria." Some of 
the Islanders were brought along 
as there were excellent canoe-men, 
and for years the Hawaiians were 
employed by the Fur Companies in 
fhis country. 
On March, 25th, 1811, the Ton-
quin arrived at the mouth of the 
Columbia and landed the party. 
I Among them were Alexander Mc-
Kay, Duncan McDougall, and David 
and Robert Stuart who were part-
I ners in the Company. There were 
also four clerks or apprentices; 
i Alexander Ross, Francis B. Pillette. 
I Donald McLean and Ovid de Mon-
tigne. All of these clerks were j subsequently in the Okanagan. This 
I Alexander Ross afterwards wrote j "The Fur Hunters of the North 
West" and "Adventures on the Ore-
! gon." 
As soon as a suitable site was 
found they erected a fort and call-
ed it "Astoria." 
Now what of the North West Com-
pany? They had heard of Astor's 
ambition in the west and likely 
missed some good men who had been 
decoyed from their service. So if 
they were to hold their own in this 
western country they would have 
to extend their line of posts and 
forts to the Pacific. For this pur-
pose Mr. David Thompson, astron-
omer and explorer, who was at the 
time on the Saskatchewan survey-
ing the boundary between what is 
now Manitoba and the United States, 
was dispatched overland in 1810 to 
get to the Pacific before the Ameri-
cans if possible. He wintered in the 
Windermere valley and the following 
Spring continued his journey. He 
established Spokane House (a trad-
ing post) near where Spokane city 
is t«-iay, and then headed southwest 
for ihe sea. passing the mouth of 
the Okanagan River on the 5th 
July 1811; and we may imagine 
his vexation, when on July 15th, 
1811 he arrived at the fort being 
constructed by the Astor party. 
He started on his return trip on 
the 23rd July. A party of the 
Astor people were then ready to set 
out to build Fort Okanagan and the 
two parties travelled together. Al-
exander Ross in his narrative says: 
"The joint parties of Stuart and 
Thompson did not travel far to-
gether. The Thompson party trav-
elled light as they did not have 
merchandise for trade. Stuart and 
his men had canoes such as wrere 
on the coast and were unsuited for 
up-river travel, so on the 31st. Mr. 
Thompson's party, finding that they 
could travel much faster, proceeded 
by themselves after advising Stuart 
that the mouth of the Okanagan 
would be a good site for a fort." 
David Stuart was in charge of the 
Astor party, with him were Ross 
and Montigne. Stuart and Mon-
tigne were undoubtedly the first 
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white traders to travel the Okan-
agan Valley to Okanagan Lake. 
Mr. Ross, in his narrative says: 
"On the 31st July, 1811 we reach-
ed the mouth of a smooth stream 
called the Oakinnackin. which we 
ascended, leaving the Columbia for 
the first time, and pitched our tents 
for the night. In a few days we 
commenced to build Fort Oakin-
nackin." 
As soon as they had their build-
ings well started, Pillette and Mc-
Lean with two voyageurs were dis-
patched back to Astoria in one of 
the canoes, oecause there was not 
sufficient food to last the whole 
party through the winter. The bal-
ance of the party then prepared to 
winter in the wilderness, 700 miles 
from friends. When the fort was 
completed, leaving Ross in charge, 
Stuart and Montigne with the re-
maining two voyageurs came up 
the Okanagan River, evidently with 
pack horses, for they carried a con-
siderable amount of merchandise 
for trade with the Indians; and we 
are told they continued on far to 
the north, passing beyond Okanagan 
Lake, and arriving back at Fort 
Okanagan. March 22nd, 1812, hav-
ing spent 188 days on the trip. 
In April, 1812, Mr. David Stuart, 
with some of the Astor men who 
had come up with merchandise and 
food, started for the coast with ap-
proximately 2500 beaver skins, 
which had cost the traders about 
12 cents each in trade, and were 
worth $7.50 each on the Canton 
market. Ross calls this "a speci-
men of our trade with the In-
dians." 
The system adopted by the1 Pa-
cific Fur Company was to have a 
ship leave New York for Astoria 
loaded with goods suitable for the 
Indian trade; at Astoria take on 
board the furs collected during the 
preceding year, carry then to China 
where they were traded on the Can* 
ton market for the rich stuffs of 
that country and then return to 
New York, where the cargo would 
be disposed of and the ship loaded 
again for Astoria. 
On May 6th, 1812, Ross left 
McGillis in charge of Fort Okan-
agan, and accompanied by Bullard 
and an Indian, with sixteen saddle 
and pack horses, started on a trad-
ing excursion up Okanagan Lake and 
on to the country of the Shu-swaps, 
returning to Fort Okanagan July, 
12th, 1812. Then David Stuart, 
who had arrived from Astoria with 
a stock of goods, came north to 
winter where Kamloops is today. 
Ross accompanied him as far as the 
forks of the Similkameen. 
But the war of 1812 wrecked 
the Pacific Fur Company. W. C. 
Brown in his Early History of Fort 
Okanagan says: "there suddenly ap-
peared at the Fort Okanagan on the 
last day of September, 1813, a big 
North West Company's Brigade of 
ten canoes and seventy-five men. 
under the leadership of John Gor-
don McTavish and John Stuart, 
with the news of the war between 
Great Britain and the United States." 
They stopped but a few hours with 
Ross at Okanagan, for they were 
hurrying down to Astoria to- meet 
the Isaac Todd, a British ship, on its 
arrival at Astoria. They also had 
full authority to purchase all the 
holdings and property of the As-
torians if a good bargain could be 
made. 
As the Isaac Todd was well arm-
ed and carried Letters of Marque, 
together with the fact that most 
of the Astorians were Canadians 
and delighted to meet their old 
companions again, they were not 
long in making a bargain, which was 
concluded on the 12th Nov. 1813. 
Duncan McDougall the factor in 
charge, sold out lock, stock and 
barrel for $80,500. The American 
flag was hauled down, the Union 
Jack run up in its stead, and the 
name of the place changed to Fort 
George. This gave the territory 
of the Columbia, Okanagan and 
Kamloops to the Nor-Westers, and 
although Astoria was restored to 
the Americans by the Treaty of 
Ghent, on Christmas Eve, 1814, the 
Canadians (the North West Com-
pany and afterwards the Hudson's 
Bay Co.) had control of the coun-
try that is now Oregon and Wash-
ington, until the boundary dispute 
was settled in 1846. 
When the Astorians disbanded, 
most of them engaged with the 
Nor-Westers. and we find Stuart 
and Ross back again in this Dis-
trict during the winters of 1813 and 
1814. It was at this time that the 
first communication between the 
Columbia and Fraser rivers via the 
Okanagan Valley and Kamloops was 
established; from this time all goods 
for barter were taken over this route 
and the furs brought out. 
In 1846 the 49th parallel was 
fixed as the boundary line between 
British Columbia and the United 
States. 
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To show how much was known of 
our country at the time let me 
quote from a writer in the Edin-
burgh Review whose statement pro-
bably reflected the popular current 
opinion of the day: 
"It seems probable that in a few 
years all that gave life to the coun-
try, both the hunter and the prey, 
will become extinct, and their place 
wrill be supplied with a thin and 
half breed population scattered 
along a few fertile valleys, sup-
ported by the pasture instead of 
the chase, and gradually declining 
into a barbarism far more offensive 
than the savage which degraded 
the backwoodsman." I wonder 
what he would say if he could see 
it today. 
Soon the activities of the fur 
traders began to attract attention 
to the Okanagan Valley and in 
1859 Father Pandosy was sent in 
to found a Mission. Cyprian Laur-
ence and his brother - Theodore, 
French Canadians from Three Riv-
ers, Quebec, accompanied the Mis-
sionaries, when William Pion pack-
ed them and their baggage in from 
Colville. On the way up an in-
cident occurred which is worth re-
lating, as it might have changed 
the course of events that is history 
today. It is told that Chapeau 
Blanc, Chief of the Indians on Beav-
er Creek and DeChien Lake, where 
Penticton is today, objected to the 
settlement of the white men in the 
country and had warned several 
to keep moving. He had no objec-
tion to the visits of traders and 
trappers, but drew the line at set-
tlers. So hearing of the proposed 
mission, he threatened to kill all 
white men who attempted to take 
up land, and ordered them to go 
away. Now it happened that Cy-
prian Laurence was married to Cha-
peau Blanc's niece, a native girl 
named Teressa, and Mrs. Laurence 
pleading for her husband and the 
priests, argued with her uncle that 
these men intended to do good to 
the Indians and improve their con-
dition. At last she prevailed upon 
the Chief to listen to the reasons of 
the Priests and traders and allow 
them to settle here. If they were 
killed, she said, he would be obliged 
to support her for the rest of his 
life. These arguments must have 
had the desired effect and have 
created a better feeling, for we hear 
that Chapeau Blanc and one, Fran-
cois, who was afterwards Chief, ac-
companied them to L'Anse au Sable, 
showing them the trail. The Laur-
ences decided to settle. Cyprian 
Laurence staked out his farm and 
posted the following notice: 
"Anse au Sable 15th, December 
1859 
"This is to notify that I, Cy-
prian Laurence, have taken a land 
claim of one hundred and sixty 
acres (160) according to the laws 
of the Crown Colony of British 
Columbia, said claim is situated at 
a place called L'Anse au Sable near 
great Okanagan Lake and bound 
as follows, Beginning at a stake 
near the river just at the end of 
Fr. Richard's, etc. 
X Cyprian Laurence, 
(the cross is my Sign)" 
Witness: 
Richard P. O. M. I. 
M. Chas. Pandosy." 
Recorded by Mr. Cox the -26th 
Inst. 1860." 
This no doubt marks the first 
land settlement in the Okanagan 
Valley; and following the rush of 
gold seekers to this country, we hear 
of such men as Pion, McDougall, 
Christian, Bushrie, Ortoland, Gil-
lard, Blondeau, Bushman, Lequime, 
Brent, Simpso'n and others whose 
histories we hope to be able to deal 
with in another Report. 
The Hudson's Bay Brigade Trail 
F. M. Buckland ^ 
A great event in Western history 
took place in 1821 when the Nor-
Westers and the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany consolidated by mutual con-
sent. About this time. Tom McKay, 
son, I think, of that McKay who 
was killed on the Tonquin, was in 
charge of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany's Northern Fur Brigade. It 
is he who is credited with blazing 
the old H. B. C. trail, in 1824, still 
to be seen across the Lake from 
Kelowna. 
This Brigade Trail, leaving Ft. 
Okanagan, headed up the east side 
of the river, through McLoughlin's 
Canyon, and on to the forks of the 
Similkameen. Continuing on the 
Eastern bank until it reached the 
head of Osoyoos Lake, it there 
crossed over to the western side, 
and, leaving the river, climbed the 
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open country above Oliver, passing 
through Meyers Flat, White Lake 
and Marron Valley, crossing Sheep 
Creek at its junction with Shingle 
Creek. Following up Shingle Creek 
for some miles, it crossed, and pass-
ing over a height of land dropped 
down into Trout Creek above Prair-
ie Valley, and from there to Three 
Lakes, the head of Garnet Valley, 
and down the mountain side to the 
shore of Okanagan Lake at Deep 
Creek, a few miles south of Peach-
land. From that point it followed 
the present motor road to Kelowna 
Ferry, then along the water front 
to the head of Okanagan lake, when 
it took a westerly direction to 
Grand Prairie, the head of Monte 
(reek, and Kamloops, much as the 
road does today. We are told that 
these Brigades contained as many 
as 300 horses and many people. 
In the early morning fires are 
lighted and breakfast of dry salmon 
prepared and eaten. Next the horses 
are run in and roped. Then com-
mences the tedious job of packing, 
and they must be very careful and 
throw the diamond hitch just right, 
or the pack will become loosened 
and the horses have sore backs. 
But these men are experts. They 
go through the same performance 
perhaps a hundred times in a sea-
son. When everything is loaded, 
merchandise or furs, camp-pots, 
blankets and all, they file away on 
the trail preceded by a couple of 
expert hunters, who go ahead to the 
next camping ground where there 
is good feed and water, and to 
shoot, if possible, fresh meat for 
the next meal. First comes the 
Factor or Chief Trader, dressed in 
his suit of broadcloth with white 
shirt and collar to his ears, wear-
ing on his head the tall beaver 
hat of that day; for you see that 
his position demands something a 
little different from the rest of the 
company. But he must have a hard 
time poor fellow, riding under the 
trees with that stove-pipe hat. He 
carries with him his Fire Bag which 
contains his flint and steel, tinder 
box, touch wood and tobacco. Our 
Hias Tyhee Trader must have a 
separate fire when in camp, and his 
tent must be the first to be erected. 
Salutes are fired upon his departure 
from, and on his return to, the fort. 
All this ceremony was considered 
necessary as it had a good effect 
on the Indians and added to his 
dignity in the yes of those under 
him. But that hat! Father Morris 
says in his history of Northern 
B.C.; "Proud indeed was the In-
dian who was fortunate enough to 
be presented with his cast off hat. 
It would be worn on all occasions, 
and in warm weather he might be 
seen divested of everything but the 
hat." Riding beside the Trader 
there might be a priest or mission-
ary, and no doubt there were many 
arguments and debates to wile away 
the hours of travel. Next comes 
the piper, for no H. B. C. Fur Brig-
ade is complete without the bag-
pipes, and many a Strathspey has 
echoed back from the rocks and 
hills of the old Hudson Bay Trail. 
After the piper conies a long line of 
pack horses with here and there a 
packer, while the rear is brought up 
by the families and their "iktis" of 
bedding and cooking utensils. The 
day's journey usually started about 
9 a.m. and lasted until 4 p.m., when 
all would make camp and the horses 
be turned out to grass. The camp-
ing grounds necessarily had to be 
on water with plenty of open bunch 
grass country for their horses, and 
the horses of the Indians they met 
at these trading places. 
So they chose the head of Oso-
yoos Lake, the crossing at Shingle 
Creek, West Bank, the head of 
Okanagan Lake and Grand Prairie. 
Each camp about thirty-five miles 
apart, making a day's travel with 
a pack train. On the West Bank 
Reserve there stood a great fir tree, 
until a year or two ago, and under 
its sheltering boughs the old traders 
opened up their packs of trade 
goods to barter with the Indians 
who met them there, as they passed 
up and down the valley, 
Kamloops wras the great half-way 
house of the Interior. Here the 
horses that came up the Okanagan 
were turned out to rest and a fresh 
band was run in for the trip up 
the Fraser to Ft. James, in New 
Caledonia. When the brigade ar-
rived back at Kamloops, loaded with 
the winter's catch of furs, they 
would turn those horses out and 
take a fresh band for the trip down 
the Okanagan Valley. 
But the settlement of the bound-
ary question changed the course of 
travel and from 18 4 6 on the bri-" 
gades from the North instead of de-
scending to the Columbia took the 
route of the Fraser Valley to Fort 
Langley and for about ten years, 
until the influx of miners took place 
in 1858, the old Hudson's Bay Bri-
gade Trail was in disuse. 
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The Hope Trail 
F. M. Buckland 
Sir James Douglas, who was head i by the Indians and outlaws to the 
of the Hudson's Bay Company as j south of the border, who waylaid, 
well as of the Crown Colony, moved j and often murdered, the miners who 
the Company's trade goods up from \ travelled through the country. It 
Fort Okanagan on the Columbia ' would also help to avoid much of 
after 184 6, and established two 
trading posts in these parts. One 
at Keremeos, in the Similkameen, 
afterwards occupied by the late 
Frank Richter, who was one of the 
cattle barons of that valley, and 
one at Osoyoos that became the 
property of the late Theodore Kru-
ger. Both these posts were situated 
on the Hope-Kootenay trail which 
was used for many years by the 
settlers here, most of the old timers 
having come into the country by 
that route. After they had become 
established in cattle ranching, 
thousands of cattle were driven over 
the old trail to market on the coast. 
This trail was put through by 
Mr. E. Dewdney (afterwards Min-
ister of the Interior for Canada) and 
was made on Canadian territory to 
avoid the continual troubles caused 
the trouble with the Customs, It 
would seem that even larger plans 
than these had crossed the minds of 
the men of that day, and the trail 
from Hope to Kootenay, in their 
ambitious dreams, might some day 
cross the Rockies, meeting at Ed-
monton a similar road built west-
ward from the Canadas, as Douglas 
looked to Canada rather than to 
England for the replenishing of the 
Pacific Province with settlers. This 
plan of a national highway, or auto-
mobile road, reaching from the coast 
to the great lakes, is still one of 
the great questions of development 
with us today and, when one or 
two short links are completed, the 
dream of those ambitious old Colon-
ists of sixty years ago will be rea-
lized. 
Some Notable Men In the Okanagan Valley 
F. M. Buckland 
While this Valley was still the 
great highway between the Colum-
bia River and New Caledonia, some 
notable men passed up and down it. 
Perhaps the greatest man of the 
time was Dr. John McLoughlin, who 
is known in history as the "King of 
Oregon," and by the Indians as 
"The Great White Eagle." This 
man was governor of a territory 
from San Francisco in the south, 
to Russian Alaska in the north, and 
many were the kind deeds credited 
to his memory. But for him the 
first settlers on the Columbia would 
have starved to death. The settlers 
arrived overland, by the Oregon 
Trail, in the beginning of winter, 
without food or clothing sufficient 
for the coming season, and he, in 
defiance of orders from the Com-
pany to have nothing to do with 
them because, in settling in the coun-
try, they would spoil the fur trade, 
fed and clothed them, out of the 
Company's stores at his own ex-
pense. 
He wyas married to an Indian wo-
man according to the laws of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Years af-
terwards when the missionaries ar-
rived it was explained to him that 
the Hudson's Bay Company's mar-
riage rontract was not- good enough, 
and so to save trouble and keep 
peace in the family he was married 
again by a Protestant minister. But 
McLoughlin was a staunch Roman 
Catholic, and the Catholic Church 
did not recognize either the Com-
pany's bonds or the protestant cere-
mony, so the couple were married 
a third time. 
Another famous man who travell-
ed up and down the Okanagan Val-
ley was Peter Skene Ogden, and 
I think he was the greatest brigade 
leader of ail. Born in Quebec in 
179 4, the son of Hon. Isaac Ogden, 
Judge of Admiralty Court. Peter's 
boyhood was spent in Montreal 
where he commenced to study law. 
But the call of the wild led him to join the North West Company in 
the capacity of a clerk. We first 
hear of him in this country about 
the year 1818, and from that time 
until his death in Oregon City in 
1854. he was one of the greatest 
pathfinders, traders, and diplomats, 
that the west knew. For about 
nine years Ogden lived as chief 
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trader in northern B. C , at Stuart 
Lake, where he introduced farm-
ing to some extent, and every Spring 
we hear of him making the journey 
to Fort Vancouver, on the Columbia, 
by way of Kamloops and Okanagan, 
to sit as a member on the Board 
of Managers of the Hudson's Bay 
Coinpany. 
Again we have Father Nobili, who 
under instruction from Father Do 
Smet in August, 1845, started north 
to explore New Caledonia. He says, 
"with a half-breed companion I 
visited and instructed the Indians 
as far north as Fort Alexander, and 
in May came to Colville to give an 
account to Father DeSmet, who scut 
me back again." The story is to'.d, 
that at the head of Okanagan Lake 
the Indians stole all his belongings. 
Years afterwards Father LeJun. 
was informed that an Indian there 
was found wearing the priest's cas-
sock, and another had thought the 
Church vestments were suitable ma-
terial for making leggings. 
But amends were made. In later 
years Father LeJune blessed the 
church built by one of the Indians 
concerned in the affair. 
Father Nobili was an Italian Je-
suit. He was born in Rome in 1812, 
the son of a lawyer. He entered 
the priesthood as a novice in 1828, 
and in 1843 he was ordained a 
priest. The same year he sailed for 
Oregon with Father DeSmet and 
after devoting several years to mis-
sionary work he went to California 
in 1849. He was appointed Super-
ior of Santa Clara College, Califor-
nia, and died there in 1856. 
The First Wagons In the Okanagan Valley 
F. M. Buckland 
Some of us who have arrived here 
more recently have noticed around 
different farm yards, the remains 
of old home-made wagons with the 
wheels hewn out of solid blocks of 
wood and looking as old and out 
of date as something dug out of an 
ancient Egyptian tomb, and natur-
ally concluded that these must have 
been the first wagons used in the 
Okanagan Valley. But such is not 
the case. 
In the year 1858 an event of im-
portance took place which is still 
well remembered by the older In-
dians;., that was the coming of the 
first wagon train, or the Palmer 
and Miller expedition as it was call-
ed. These adventurers out-fitted 
their wagons with merchandise at 
Walla Walla, Wash, and coming up 
the Columbia to Okanagan, travelled 
the old Hudson's Bay Brigade Trail 
through to Trapanage Creek, near 
Peachland. At that place they fell-
ed trees near the Lake shore, and 
built a raft to ferry their merchand-
ise and wagons up the Lake to 
L'Anse au Sable, where they land-
ed. 
Meanwhile the cattle and riding 
stock were driven around the foot 
of the Lake and up the east side, 
following an old Indian trail through 
the Big Canyon and north to the 
place of meeting. Once more the 
wagons. were assembled, the goods 
loaded and, with swampers on ahead 
the teamsters cracked their whips 
and were on their way again. From 
L'Anse au Sable they continued 
north through the open country un-
til they joined the Brigade trail 
again at the head of the Lake. 
These wagons, seven in number, 
were drawn by ox teams, and were 
loaded with tools, goods, and food, 
to sell to the miners in Cariboo. 
It is told that when a country 
too difficult to travel was encount-
ered, the wagons were unloaded, 
taken apart, and packed over the 
rough places on the backs of the 
horses and oxen, until wheeling 
could be resumed. 
Then they would assemble and 
with the oxen yoked, go creaking 
over the country, up hill and down. 
If a hill was too steep to climb 
the teams were doubled up, and to 
descend a bad piece of country, 
ropes were attached to the wagon 
with a turn around a near-by tree 
to ease them down. Or, perhaps, 
a Mormon brake, in the shape of 
a small tree, would be attached to 
the rear axle and allowed to drag 
along the ground. After this man-
ner they arrived at Kamloops. There 
they were told that it would be 
impossible for them to continue 
their way any farther north on ac-
count of the roughness of the coun-
try. So they were induced to sell 
all their goods at that place. Po-
tatoes sold as high as eighty dollars 
per ton while sugar, beans, tobacco, 
etc., were disposed of at correspond-
ingly high prices. The oxen sold 
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map of the southern interior of 
British Columbia, compiled by the 
late Dr. J. W. Dawson, to the So-
ciety, it was suggested that I should 
point out some of the discrepancies 
that appear on this map, as com-
pared with later maps of the same 
^rea. Besides the discrepancies that 
xist, one cannot help noticing how 
iew settlements there were at the 
time, and how few roads. 
One road is shewn running from 
the Fraser via Lytton and Kamloops 
to Okanagan Mission, where it end-
branched, one branch running nor-
therly to Fortune's place on the 
Spallumcheen River, which was then 
a landing place for boats bringing 
merchandise from Kamloops into 
the Okanagan Valley, via Shuswap 
Lake, and the Spallumcheen; the 
other branch passed down the valley 
to Okanagan Mission, where it end-
ed. This road is shewn forked, ap-
parently where the city of Vernon 
now stands, the branch or fork run-
ning to, and ending at the Vernon 
place, called at that time the Cold-
stream Springs. From the Cold-
Stream Springs a trail led to the 
Bull Meadow, as the place where 
Lumby now stands was then called. 
From there the trail forked and 
there are two trails shown as lead-
ing to the Cherry Creek Placer 
mines. , 
There appears to have been a 
good deal ofguess work at the time 
this map was compiled. The Shus-
wap River is shewn as leaving an 
unnamed Lake and flowing in a 
southerly direction to its junction 
with Cherry Creek, from Which point 
it runs in a north-westerly direc-
tion direct into the Okanagan Val-
ley, where Enderby now stands, 
whereas it travels in a westerly 
direction through the Shuswap Falls, 
thence northerly into Mabel Lake. 
About 11 miles north of the point 
where the River enters the Lake 
it again leaves the valley of Mabel 
Lake and running in1 a westerly 
direction enters the Okanagan Val-
ley at Enderby. Apparently the 
whole of the Mabel Lake country 
.t 
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snows three creeks joining at the .-• » 
\.l~V". Bull Meadow (Lumby) and running f ) ^ 
in a north-westerly direction paral-
lel to the Shuswap River and enter- 1 /) 0..4V-. 
ing the Okanagan Valley at Arm- j 
strong. In reality this creek passes ,' > 'A. <&» 
through Lumby and swinging to-
wards the east enters the Shuswap / V>" 
River a little below the Shuswap * A 
Falls. Instead of the two streams fV,-> *•* 
flowing only about four miles apart U 
and coming together about four * £M-*-sU!t 
miles from Enderby as this map 
shows them, one would have to 
travel about 23 miles up-stream 
from Enderby to Mabel Lake and 
then about 11 miles south on Mabel 
Lake, and a further ten miles up 
the Shuswap River to reach the junction of the two streams. 
The discrepancies here mentioned 
are the chief ones relating to this 
valley. In a map compiled by Dr. 
Dawson in 1888 Mabel Lake is out-
lined and the Shuswap River placed 
fairly correctly, and Priest's Valley 
is the name shewn where Vernon 
now is. The name Bull Meadow is 
changed to Bessette for the* place 
where Lumby is. If copies of the 
older r iaps extant were secured and 
preser _d they would be of great 
inter. . to future generations. Even 
our i.aps of today will be very 
much out of date, fifty years hence. 
Dr. Dawson, in a foot note in his 
Report, informs us that he only 
used the then existing maps and sur-
veys as a ground plan on which to 
place the conclusion he had reached' 
in regard to the various Geological 
formations in the southern portions 
of British Columbia. 
Since Dawson's time there has 
ne. been another geological sur-
vey, and it appears to me that, if 
we wish to have a history of the 
Okanagan Valley, we should start 
at the very beginning. 
We have at the northern end of 
the Valley, near Shuswap Lake, 
some of the oldest existing rocks 
that were formed during the Pre-
cambrian, or Archaen period. Near 
Vernon wre have large beds of fos-
silized II uestone, showing by the 
marine fossils contained in' them, 
from Shuswap Falls to Enderby was | that the ancient Paleozoic Seas once 
en unknown. This map also flowed where the city now stands. 
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The various beds of coal, within a 
few miles of Vernon, show that 
there existed large marshes cover-
ed by subtropical vegetation; and 
the thick beds of lava, that lie on 
the hills on each side of the Okan-
agan Valley, show that there were 
enormous volcanic outbursts and 
overflows of molten lava covering 
the Valley, later followed by the 
Glacial period, signs of which are 
found on all the surrounding hills, 
even as high as the summit of 
Aberdeen Mountain, at the head of 
the B. X. Creek. , This summer I 
noticed glacial marking showing 
plainly, near the outlook cabin of 
the B. C. Forestry Branch, on Aber-
leen Mountain. 
The Placier Mines On Cherry and 
Mission Creeks 
H. J. Blurton 
The following excerpts are taken 
from the Report of the Deputy Min-
ister of Mines for the year 1876, 
which contains the Report of the 
Gold Commissioner, Charles A. Ver-
non, for that year. 
"A new section of country has 
been developed during 1876, name-
ly, the mines of Cherry Creek and 
Mission Creek in Okanagan District. 
Mr. C. Vernon, who has been ap-
pointed Gold Commissioner, reports 
that 20 men are employed on the 
former and twelve on the latter 
Creek, the yield on Cherry Creek 
being $4.00 to $5.00 a day and on 
Mission Creek $3.00 a day. He fur-
ther reports that some $8,000.00 
have been taken out. 
Okanagan, B. C , 
18th December, 1876. 
Sir:—I beg to inform you, that 
not having been authorized by the 
Government to visit the mining 
camps on Cherry and Mission Creeks 
(80 miles apar t ) , I am unable to 
make any accurate report with re-
gard to the permanent richness of 
the diggings. I wish, however, to 
mention that the claims which have 
been paying on Cherry Creek are 
situated on the benches, about 50 
or 60 feet above the level of the 
creek. Furthermore, from the state-
ments of the miners who have been 
employed at this season it appears 
that a bona fide seam of pay dirt 
has been discovered, which will 
yield, on an average about $6.00 
per day to the hand. Two men 
named Pierre Bissett and George 
Leblanc who returned from the 
Creek a few days ago, brought with 
them $540.00 in dust, which they 
have taken out of their claims 
since the 14th Nov. (one month) 
at which time nearly all hands left 
for winter quarters. 
There are several companies of 
Chinamen at work, but it is impos-
sible to find out their average daily 
yield. Two men named Squires and 
Thorpe, who have been working all 
the Summer on the Okanagan Mis-
sion wagon road, left for Cherry 
Creek a short time before the com-
pletion of the work, for the purpose 
of prospecting and took out $90.00 
for a few days labor. They have 
recorded claims about one mile 
above the Christian claim, on the 
opposite side of the river. 
Considerable mining and pros-
pecting has also been done on Mis-
sion Creek this fall, with a fair 
average yield of gold. John Wil-
liams, an old Caribooite, has run 
a tunnel into the hill from the 
creek some 60 feet, and found 
a good prospect. Kopp & Co. have 
also recorded 300 inches of water 
and are now busy sawing lumber 
for fluming. Five men are inter-
ested in this Company. The Mc-
Dougall Co. of four men, have re-
corded claims below the Kopp Co. 
and as they took qpt -considerable 
gold last month, of a coarse qual-
ity, are sure of a good season's 
work next year. 
I have, etc. 
Chas. A. Vernon. 
Charles Good Esq., 
Deputy Minister of Mines." 
The later development of mining 
on these two Creeks will be further 
dealt with in our next Report. In 
the mean time let me observe that 
White Valley was called after the 
man referred to in Mr. Vernon's 
Report as George Leblanc and that 
his partner, Pierre Bissett, when he 
died on the 16th Nov. 1895, was 
the owner of what is now known as 
the Bessette Estate at Lumby, a 
valuable farm of some 1100 acres. 
The family now spell the name 
'Bessette. 
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Glacial Erratic In Coldstream Valley 
Arthur H. Lang 
A rock which has been a promin-
ent landmark since the first settlers 
entered the Valley, and the origin 
of which has caused considerable 
speculation, stands about one hun-
dred yards north of the White Val-
ley Road just west of the Cold-
stream Ranch Buildings. The ex-
act location is as follows: Commenc-
ing at the centre of Sec. 19, Tp. 6, 
thence south ten chains, thence east 
ten chains. It is in Lot 153, R. P. 
1217. 
This rock stands on the very top 
of a small "roche moutonnee," or 
glacially rounded knoll, thus im-
parting to it a very spectacular 
and commanding appearance. It 
owes its peculiar appearance to the 
fact that it is a "glacial erratic," 
having been carried many miles 
from the north by the great south-
ward-creeping glacier which filled 
the whole country to an elevation 
of 7,000 feet during the Pleistocene, 
or Ice Age. Such a mighty glacier, 
with power enough to scour out 
valleys like the Okanagan, would 
have no difficulty in carrying along 
large fragments of rock embedded 
in its ice. The fragment would be 
dropped when the ice melted, hence 
the term "erratic," since it is away 
from its original position. 
The rock of which the Coldstream 
erratic is formed is a schist on a 
large scale, being made up of high-
ly folded Interbeds of feldspathic 
and quartzose rock, each interbed 
being about three-quarters of an 
inch, in thickness. Such a schistose 
formation occurs on the shores of 
Mara Lake, being part of the Shus-
wap Terrane, so that it is highly 
probable that the rock came from 
there. The Indians called the rock 
"the moving stone," so i t ' i s likely 
that at one time it could be rocked, 
although it does not display this 
property at present. 
The roche moutonnee upon which 
the erratic stands is composed of 
granite and is included by Dawson 
in the Shuswap Terrane; but at 
present there is some doubt as to 
whether the granitic intrusions in 
the Shuswap Series are' not of later 
age, such as the Jurassic. The 
knoll was rounded by ice action, 
while the erratic was still embedd-
ed in the ice, and the fragment just 
reached that point when it was 
melted out. 
Dr. G. M. Dawson describes the 
erratic in his 1877 Report in the 
following words: — 
"The most remarkable erratic 
noted, is one which rests on the 
glaciated surface of a small rocky 
hill which stands in the centre of 
the valley, near Coldstream. This 
boulder is twenty-two feet long, 
sixteen and a half wide, and eigh-
teen feet high. It is yellowish, 
highly calcareous, and interstrati-
fied with layers of feldspathic and 
quartzose materials, all the beds 
being much contorted. The rock 
on which the erratic stands is quite 
different from it." 
Dawson's figures give a volume 
of 6534 cu. ft. On measuring the 
rock in 1926 the dimensions were 
found to be approximately eighteen 
by fourteen by twelve ft., which 
gives a volume of 3024 cu. ffT Thus 
the wastage by erosion during the 
forty-nine years between 1877 and 
1926 has been 3510 cu. ft., or 71.6 
cu. ft. per year. Not only is this 
a most remarkable rate <|f erosion, 
but it is one of the few cases where 
accurate measurements are available 
over a long period of time. The 
rapid rate of erosion is due to the 
fact that the rock is full of bedd-
ing-; lanes and fissures in which 
wat! r collects, so that on freezing, 
the water expands and flakes off 
large fragments. Many such pieces 
are lying at the foot of the rock, 
while there is one piece two feet by 
six feet by six feet. 
On first consideration, one would 
say that, since the volume of the 
rock has been reduced one half 
during the last fifty years, and since 
the Ice Age was many thousands 
of years ago, the rock must origi-
nally have been of enormous size. 
However, this is not necessarily the 
case. There were two distinct ad-
vances of the ice in the Pleistocene 
Period, and it is probable that the 
boulder was deposited by the first 
advance, while the second filled the 
valley and buried the rock with 
glacial debris, and that it is only in 
recent years that the rock has been 
uncovered and subjected to erosion. 
The erosion will of course continue, 
and by the time another fifty years 
has passed there will not be much 
left of this old landmark. 
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Pot-Holes At Shuswap Falls 
Arthur 
Pot-holes are rather rare geo-
logical phenomena found in hard-
rock river beds. They are formed 
when some agency, such as a small 
depression in the rock of the stream-
bed, causes a small whirl-pool by 
which sand and boulders, harder 
than the country rock, are rotated. 
These grains of sand and boulders 
act as cutting tools, and, by being 
constantly rotated for thousands of 
years, gradually eat a round hole 
in the rock. 
The pot-holes at Shuswap Falls 
are situated in the bottom of the 
gorge, just below the new bridge, 
and are visible at low water. There 
are four large ones, four to six feet 
in diameter, whose depths are dif-
ficult to determine as they are al-
most filled with sand. The one 
shown in illustration No. 1 appar-
H. Lang 
ently has a communication cut 
through to the river, as its water 
is constantly moving. The log float-
ing in it is four feet long. Be-
sides these there are about twelve 
holes of smaller diameter. The 
sections of some of these are present 
on the side of the canyon, these 
holes having been cut at a time 
when the river occupied a higher 
channel, before the gorge was cut. 
These sections are about twenty 
feet deep. 
The illustrations of pot-holes in 
geological text-books are usually 
about two feet in diameter, so the 
ones mentioned above are singularly 
large. Besides, it is unusual to find 
so many in one place. Thus, at 
Shuswap Falls, there are phenom-
ena worth more than passing notice. 
The First Stone Grist Mill 
Joseph 
The first grist mill equipped with 
a stone for grinding was owned by 
my father, the late Frederick Brent, 
of Okanagan Mission. 
The mill was bought in San Fran-
cisco and came by water to Fort 
Yale, thence by freight team to 
Savona's Ferry, thence by water to 
Fortune's Landing, now Enderby. 
This was about the year 1871. 
I was with my father when he 
went out to bring the stone in. We 
had a team and home-made wagon, 
the wheels of which were hewn 
from a solid block. We brought the 
mill in the wagon from Fortune's 
Landing by way of Round Prairie, 
Round Lake and O'Keefe's to Okan-
agan Landing. There was no wagon 
road then to Okanagan Mission so 
it was brought down the Lake in 
a row boat by an Indian named 
Nitasket. The wagon and row boat 
were both owned by the late Luc 
Girouard. 
This mill made three grades of 
flour and one-third of the grist 
was the usual toll taken by my 
father for grinding the grain. The 
Indians usually paid in horses, buck-
Brent 
skin and other things, the amount 
they paid being computed on the 
same basis. 
The mill was erected on my 
father's pre-emption claim and was 
driven by water from Mill Creek. 
Wheat was brought to the mill from 
as far south as Keremeos and Oso-
yoos, and as far north as the head 
of Okanagan Lake, and was usually 
carried on pack horses. When there 
was plenty of wheat available the 
mill would run from the time the 
ice was out of Mill Creek in the 
Spring, until it froze up in Novem-
ber, grinding about one ton of 
wheat in a run of 24 hours. The 
mill picks for dressing the stones 
were sent once a year to San Fran-
cisco to be sharpened and tempered 
and this continued until about the 
year 1885, when a blacksmith's shop 
was built in Vernon. Most of the 
wheat was brought to the mill by 
Indians. 
Previous to the introduction of 
this mill equipped with a stone, my 
father had a small steel mill which 
he packed over the trail from Hope. 
Okanagan and Shuswap Canal 
and Canals; full details: 
"Department of Railways and Can-
Survey made, construction asked 
for by Provincial Government; let-
ter from Department of Railways als, Ottawa, Ont 
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August 23rd, 1926. 
"Dear Sir:—I find that in the latter 
part of 1882, an engineer named 
L. B. Hamlin, who was in charge 
of the construction of one of the 
mountain sections of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway was instructed, by 
order of the first Minister of this 
Department, the late Sir Charles 
Tupper, to conduct an exploratory 
survey of the valley lying between 
Spallumcheen River and Okanagan 
Lake with a view to connecting 
Lakes Okanagan and Shuswap by 
means of a canal. 
The surveyor's report was for-
warded to the Minister of Railways 
and Canals in January, 1883, by 
Joseph Trutch, Agent of the Domin-
ion Government at Victoria, B. C. 
In forwarding the Report Mr. 
Trutch stated that the survey had 
established that the construction 
of such a canal would be quite 
practicable, but that it would cost 
far more than had been estimated 
by those who had been urging that 
it should be undertaken, in the 
mistaken apprehension that it could 
be carried into execution with but 
little ; excavation and only one lock 
at each end of the proposed canal. 
Mr. Hamlin reported four or five 
locks would be necessary; that the 
canal would require to be about 
18 miles in length, and would cost 
about $27,000 a mile, depending 
greatly on the style of work which 
might be approved by the Govern-
ment. 
A shallow draft canal, with a 
navigable depth of 5 or 6 feet only, 
was proposed, with locks 150 ft. 
in length and about 50 ft. in width. 
]Ir. Trutch, in forwarding the report, 
was of opinion that the approxi-
mate estimate contained in Mr. Ham-
lin's report was altogether too low 
for the construction of a canal of 
any practical value. Mr. Hamlin, 
in his report, stressed the agricul-
tural possibilities of the district 
which would have been served by 
the canal, and which requirements 
have, no doubt, been largely sup-
plied by the railways, since con-
structed. In April, 1883, the Lt.-
Governor of British Columbia for-
warded a report adopted by the 
Executive Council of the Province 
urging the immediate commence-
ment of the construction of the 
canal. The communication was re-
ferred to Privy Council and by 
Council to the Minister of Rail-
ways and Canals. An order of the 
House of Commons was adopted on 
March 24th, 1883, for a return of 
the correspondence and the sur-
veyor's report and this order was 
complied with in return 22 of the 
same year. 
Note: Had this canal been con-
structed it would have linked up the 
waters of the Fraser and Columbia. 
The height of land on the Vernon and 
Salmon Arm road is where it crosses 
the valley about one mile north of 
Arms rong.—Ed. 
The Presbyterian Church In the North and 
Central Okanagan 
Rev. William 
The first settler in the North 
Okanagan was also the grand old 
man of Presbyterianism in the Val-
ley. Alexander Leslie Fortune, 
in his early manhood had studied 
theology in Knox College, Toronto, 
with the ministry in view. Im-
pared health however compelled 
the abandonment of his high hopes. 
Some years after this disappoint-
ment, the newspapers of Upper Can-
ada began to publish glowing ac-
counts of the gold fields of Cariboo. 
Fired by these tales, young Fortune, 
then 31 years of age, .leaving his 
young wife behind, joined a band 
>f adventurous young Canadians, 
who proposed an overland trek to 
the gold fields. It was a trip, 
through the United States to St. 
Paul by rail, steamer, and stage. 
Stott, B. A. 
thence by stage and steamer to Fort 
Garry. After some weeks spent in 
outfitting there, the adventurers, joined by others who had caught 
the excitement, made the trip across 
the prairies during the long days in 
June, 1862. To describe their ad-
ventures through the Rockies and 
down the Fraser and Thompson 
rivers is not the purpose of this 
paper. What concerns us is, that" 
young Fortune was one of this 
band. 
When the gold fields ceased to 
yield fabulous returns the excite-
ment died down and many of the 
men sought sites for future homes 
in the great beautiful country. In 
1866 Mr. Fortune on such a search 
came up the Spallumcheen River and 
landing near the Indian Reserve, 
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he climbed a neighboring hill from 
which he viewed the Spallumcheen. 
The view was very impressive. 
Years after he said in the course 
of an address: "I can never forget 
the first day in the Spallumcheen 
Valley. We were so near to primi-
tive conditions and quiet elements, 
so near to nature, where man's 
ambition had never utilized or wast-
ed the wealth of God's arranging. 
To think of the centuries past and 
gone without the sound of an axe 
or saw being heard over so vast a 
forest of so many thousands of 
square miles. Verily I have ever 
looked back with gratitude to God 
for the privilege of being the first 
pioneer and settler of his guiding 
and planting in the North Okan-
agan." 
It was in July, 1886, twenty 
years after that eventful day, when 
there arrived at the same spot on 
the River, now Mr. Fortune's home, 
the first resident Presbyterian min-
ister, Rev. J. A. Jaffray. Those 
years had seen the arrival of a 
number of settlers who were set-
tled as far south as the head of 
Okanagan Lake. These had been 
for the greater part of that period 
without religious services. In 1875 
the Church of Scotland had sent 
the Rev. George Murray into the 
Nicola Valley, 100 miles westward. 
In 1876 there was commenced the 
erection of the first Presbyterian 
Church in the interior of British Co-
lumbia. In 1877 or '78 it was 
dedicated, the first Presbyterian 
Church to be so consecrated east of 
Yale, perhaps -of New Westminster. 
Jubilee services were, held .last Aug-
ust (1926) . in. the. old. .church re1 
cently renovated. 
The church in Nicola became the 
parent church of all the churches 
in the interior. It was used hy 
other denominations. The Rev, 
James Turner of the. . Methodist 
Church, whose name is a houses-
hold word, among old-timers both 
in the Cariboo and the Okanagan, 
also made his headquarters in Ni-
cola. But the missionaries of those 
days travelled far and wide and 
had many a weary trip. Donald 
Graham tells a story of one occas-
ion when Rev. Mr. Turner came to 
stay at his house over night. Mr. 
Graham being at that time a bach-
elor and having much work to do 
roused his guest when his early 
breakfast was ready. Mr. Turner 
made no complaint but as soon as 
Mr. Graham had gone to the field 
he rode over to Emhke's, the near-
est place, and asked to be allowed 
to sleep on their lounge "For that 
fellow over there" he said, "would 
not let me sleep." 
Rev. Mr. Murray was not the 
robust man that Mr. Turner was. 
He was of a refined and scholarly 
nature. Yet he too travelled far 
and wide and was the first Pro-
testant Missionary to conduct ser-
vice in the Okanagan Valley. His 
daughter, now resident in Vancou-
ver, tells how in later years her 
father told her that on many oc-
casions as he lay down to sleep 
under the canopy of heaven with 
his saddle for a pillow, he was so 
weary that he was conscious of but 
one thought,—that he might never 
wake up. 
These men were very welcome 
guests at Mr. Fortune's home. His 
home was noted for its hospitality 
in a land where hospitality was na-
tive. Situated at the head of navi-
gation he had ample opportunity 
for the exercise of this virtue. Mrs. 
Fortune arrived in 1874 to fill the 
long vacant position of hostess. 
Among the other clerical guests 
who shared the bounty of t their 
home were the Oblate Fathers, who 
had taken over the care of the In-
dians as early as 1860. Mr. For-
tune carried on missionary work 
among the Indians of the neighbor-
ing Reserve with the full concur-
rence of the priests, and. won the 
love and confidence of his red skin 
neighbors as he told them of the 
love of God in Jesus Christ. 
, ., In the '80s other missionaries 
began to arrive. Rey. Robert Jame-
son of St. Andrews Cfcurch, New 
Westminster, visited Mr. Fortune. 
In 1884 Rev. Jphn Chisholm, suc-
cessor to Rev. George Murray, at 
Nicola, made a memorable trip, in 
fulfilling a commission oi ills church 
to explore the territory between 
Nicola and the Rqcky. Mountains. 
In the course of this tour he con-
ducted public worship "up the Spall-
umcheen Valley from Slicamous to 
Vernon in seven centres'; along the 
Okanagan Valley from Vernon to the 
international boundary line, includ-
ing Granite Creek in six centres." 
It was on Mr. Chisholm's recom-
mendation, followed by a petition 
from settlers themselves, that Rev. 
Mr. Jaffray had now, in 1886, been 
appointed to the new field of Spall-
umcheen. But, since Mr. Fortune 
was associated with all ministers, 
we must also tell of Rev. Mr. Pat-
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terson of the Methodist Church, who 
preceded Mr. Jaffray. He lived in 
one of the houses on the Schubert 
Ranch, at Round Prairie, (about a 
mile from where Armstrong is now) 
Mrs. Patterson was a very clever 
woman. 
In addition to her scholastic abil-
ities she was a good judge of cattle. 
That was no mean accomplishment I 
in the Spallumcheen in those days, j 
for the whole valley was a cattle | 
country. When the Patterson's ] 
came Mr. Fotrune offered them a I 
cow and allowed Mrs. Patterson to 
choose her animal. Mrs. Patterson 
looked over the herd with practised 
eye, then stepping up to her choice 
to verify the quality by inspecting 
the skin, she promptly made her 
choice. Mr. Fortune was greatly 
pleased, for it was the best cow he 
had. On a similar occasion, in later 
years, when another minister's wife 
made a very poor choice, he would 
not let her take the cow she had 
chosen, but chose a better one for 
her. 
The only house, available for Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaffray at first, was one 
known as "Leduc Stop," the In-
dian!, adding the "stop" to the 
owner's name of each place. It 
was very inconvenient being some 
distance in the bush from Lans-
downe and added many weary mile 
of riding. 
But before the year was out an-
other house was secured in Lans-
downe "The Village." Here also 
dwelt Dr. Offerhaus, Spallumcheen's 
Doctor, who later married Miss Cho-
quette, Mr. Fortune's niece. Here 
also were Furstineau's Hotel, Wood 
and Rabbitt 's store, and Schnieder's 
Blacksmith shop. So now there was 
companionship for Mrs. Jaffray, 
when her husband was off on his 
periodical trips to Grand Prairie, 
or Priest's Valley, or the Mission. 
Mrs. Jaffray is described by old-
timers as being an ideal pioneer 
minister's wife, "She never com-
plained but took everything as it 
was and made the best of it." She 
was also a very beautiful woman 
and a general favorite. 
One of the choice articles in her 
hornet which was also used for 
public worship, was an organ sent 
out from the east by her father. 
For the C. P. R. was now operating 
(Mr. and Mrs. Jaffray just missed 
coming out on the first through 
train of the C. P. R.) They had come 
through the United States, via Vic-
m a and New Westminster, thence 
by the C. P. R. to Kamloops, and 
by boat to Fortune's. The organ 
was a great asset to their home. 
On Sunday evenings the people of 
the Village, especially the young 
bachelors, used to gather around 
the organ and sing the old hymns 
over and over again. The influence 
of such gatherings can not be mea-
sured. 
The mission field of Spallumcheen 
was now established. It was to be 
the parent cause to the churches 
of the future towns of Enderby, 
Armstrong, Vernon, Kelowna, and 
all the surrounding territory. I t s 
preaching points, in Mr. Jaffray's 
day, were those more distant points 
already mentioned and nearer at 
hand, Pleasant Valley, Round Prair-
ie School (Schubert's) Lansdowne, 
and Lambly's Landing (Enderby). 
The first communion service took 
place in the Round Prairie School 
towards the end of 1887. Twelve 
out of the 21 present partook. Of 
course denominational lines were 
unknown. A. L. Fortune and Don-
ald Matheson were the first elders. 
They and Donald Graham composed 
the first Board of Managers. 
On Dec. 1886 the first annual 
meeting of the congregation was 
held at the Round Prairie School, 
when the associated points under-
took to raise $600.00 towards sti-
pend, the Home Mission board agree-
ing to augment that amount by 
$400. Mr. B. F. Young has un-
earth od an old circular letter, dated 
Dec. 3rd, 188 7, which is now of 
great interest. It is written in ink, 
and is signed by the three managers. 
It tells of a deficit of $66.00, an-
nounces that the second annual 
meeting is to be held on Dec. 29th, 
1887, and that the General As-
sembly had requested that the 
church year be changed from July 
to January. This latter would entail 
an additional financial burden of 
$300.00. Referring to the deficit 
it says: "This arrearage has been 
due to the scarcity of cash in cir-
culation. Subscribers, though, in 
every case most willing to pay, have 
found it difficult to procure money." 
By way of comparison, within the 
same territory today there is raised 
for stipend in the neighborhood of 
$10,000, by Presbyterian Churches 
alone. 
Rev. Mr. Jaffray's pastorate last-
ed for three years. For the past 
number of years he has been Lib-
rarian in the Parliament Buildings 
in Edmonton. 
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He was succeeded in 1889 by 
Rev. John Knox Wright, afterwards 
Dr. Wright, one of the outstanding 
ecclesiastical authorities of the Pres-
byterian Synod of a later day. Dur-
ing the years preceding his death 
in 19 25. he was the Field Secre-
tary for the Canadian Bible Society, 
and as such was a well known 
figure up and down the Valley. 
With characteristic energy, early in 
his pastorate he made an extended 
trip through the lower end of the 
Valley and was much impressed by 
his reception. He told with special 
pleasure of one place—Rock Creek, 
if I mistake not, where the bar 
room was prepared for public wor-
ship and all drinking stopped during 
its progress. The collection at its 
close, too. was a wonder to behold. 
The hat was filled with bills. 
As a result of his trip, he decided 
that there was need for another 
missionary for Vernon and south. 
He accordingly canvassed the terri-
tory. In two days he secured sub-
scriptions totalling $630.00. 
The man chosen for this work 
was Rev. Paul F. Langill, who 
sought the Valley because of the 
salubrity of its climate and his own 
impaired health. On his way to 
Vernon, however, he preached at 
Kamloops, where Rev. Mr. Chis-
holm had made his headquarters, 
after the coming of the C. P. R. 
Mr. Chisholm was leaving and Mr. 
Langill was offered the appointment. 
Mr. Langill hesitated until he reach-
ed Vernon. On his arrival at the 
Victoria Hotel there, the proprietor 
offered him a drink. He preferred 
food. After a little, his cheery-
eyed host discovered his calling up-
on which he exclaimed—"Tell you 
what, parson, you've struck a pret-
ty d— hard place, and don't you 
forget it." That settled it. Mr. 
Langill chose Vernon. 
After he had got settled, this was 
in 1890, Mr. Langill started back 
to Winnipeg to bring his wife and 
his infant daughter. But on the way 
to Enderby, to catch the boat, he had 
an accident and suffered a fracture. 
As a result Mrs. Langill had to 
make the trip alone. 
That was not the only accident, 
or near accident, that Mr. Langill 
had, for he was famed as a horse-
man—a David Harum—and often 
had a half broken animal in har-
ness, even when Mrs. Langill was 
with him. His was a heavy work. 
Each Sunday he preached at Ben-
voulin, in the forenoon; in the af-
ternoon at Postill's Ranch, and in 
the evening at Vernon. The road 
at that time was the old one over 
the hills, and it was often a very 
strenuous day with its 3 0 miles. 
He apparently drove down on Satur-
day. In addition to his strenuous 
Sunday he had extensive visiting to | do, and sometimes preached at j Lumby, sixteen miles east. 
In Vernon itself, the cause won 
i its way. The services, or worship. j were held in the school at. first. j The entire population, consisting of 
about three dozen men and three 
I white women, would crowd the little 
1 building to capacity. How they 
would sing and drink in the gospel. 
Gradually a change came over the 
town. The popular Saturday night 
ball, and Sunday carousing ceased; 
the stores, and finally the bars, 
were closed on Sundays, and a 
healthful Christian atmosphere de-
veloped in the community. 
In this transformation Mrs. Lan-
gill had no small part. For two 
years her home was but a shack, 
and the furniture home-made, but 
the latch was always on the string; 
and old timers dropping in were 
sometimes deeply moved at the sight 
of little white children. Thus a 
real home softened the hardness of 
life and made the love of God more 
accessible. 
Along with the change of senti-
ment went the establishment of the 
usual accessories of the church; a 
board of managers, a ladies' aid. 
later on a session, and finally a 
church building followed. The 
building is still in use, though it 
has been added to more than once. 
The building of the C. P. R. 
Branch line from Sicamous to Ver-
non in 1891-92, had a big influence 
on these events and, also, on the 
whole character of the community. 
Lansdowne in the north, being two 
miles off the railway, practically 
ceased to be, while the new town 
of Armstrong sprang into being. 
Many of the Lansdowne buildings 
including the Anglican Church, 
built in 1885, and the public hall, 
used for worship by the Presby-
terians, were moved to Armstrong. 
The hall is now the rear end 
of Clayton's blacksmith shop, while 
the Anglican Church is still in use, 
commemorative services being held 
there last year (July, 1926). 
Vernon grew rapidly during this 
period. Mr. Langill says, that from 
forty, in 1890, it grew to one thous-
and in 1894, but Dr. Wilson who 
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succeeded Mr. Langill in that year 
estimated the population on that 
late at 600. 
We have already noted that the 
Valley was originally a stock coun-
try. With bunch grass up to the 
-tirrups, it was ideal for that pur-
pose. Most of the travelling had 
:>een done on horseback. Wild ani-
mals were frequently seen, bear be-
ng particularly common. But now 
a big change was taking place. 
There were two or three reasons. 
To begin with, the stock business 
was overdone, so that feed became 
short. Incoming settlers also be-
gan to crowd one another, so that 
fences appeared. The discovery of 
the agricultural and horticultural 
possibilities of the Valley led to 
extensive farming. So the stock 
ranges wrere gradually pushed back 
ro the hills. 
Rev. G. A. Wilson, now Dr. Wil-
son, Superintendent of Missions for 
B. C , who was minister at Vernon, 
Lumby and Caledonian Valley, from 
1894-1899, describes the depression, 
which was the natural aftermath 
of this boom, in these words: "Busi-
ness was dull, and for the entire 
period the country was at a stand-
still. Few people looked upon it as 
their home, and most talked of the 
day ahead when they could leave." 
Yet the Church life continued to 
forge ahead. Vernon congregation 
cleaned off a debt of $1,300.00 one 
winter, in response to a challenge. 
It happened on this wise, as told 
by Dr. Wilson. "A Miss Fleming, 
who was in delicate health, came 
to visit her brother and an ex-
ceedingly cold snap set in, so that 
the old stove proved inadequate to 
heat the church. Miss Fleming 
could not remain for the service, 
and her brother told the managers 
that if they would pay off the debt 
in three months, he would install 
a furnace free of charge to the 
congregation." The challenge was 
taken up and met, and as inevit-
ably happens when a congregation 
successfully accomplishes such a bit 
of enterprise, St. Andrew's Church, 
Vernon, took new heart. 
In the Spring of 1897, Mr. Wilson 
intimated to the Session, that he in-
tended to resign, because he wish-
ed the congregation to move up to 
augmented status. I may say, for 
the sake of those who do not know 
the Presbyterian system, that that 
involved the raising of a certain 
amount for stipend (or salary) and 
'•arried with it the right of the con-
gregation to call its own minister. 
St. Andrew's responded; and, in 
turn, presented to Mr. Wilson a 
practically unanimous call to re-
main as their Minister. He was ac-
cordingly inducted, and thus became 
the first "settled" minister in the 
Valley. 
The present church at Lumby was 
also built during Dr. Wilson's time. 
Previously the services were con-
ducted in the home of J. Nesbitt. 
The project of building was enter-
ed into heartily; a lot being con-
tributed by Mr. Louis Morand, the 
hotel keeper, and the people doing 
practically all the work themselves. 
Included in the number of workers 
were Campbell Bros., Derby Bros., 
J. G. Elliott, and Mr. Thatcher. 
When Vernon required morning 
and evening services, Mr. Wilson 
continued to drive out for the after-
noon service at Lumby every second 
w-eek. That was a thirty mile 
drive with a horse and buggy, be-
tween one and six o'clock, with a 
service included. Often, after a 
social event at Lumby, he drove 
back to Vernon after midnight. 
After a time a student was secur-
ed for Lumby and Coldstream. W. 
E. Knowles was the first, then L. 
E. Gosling, Parr, Donald Mc-
Farlane, Buchanan, Smith, 
and afterwards Rev. R. G. Vans, a 
retired minister. Their territory 
included Cherry Creek, Fruitlands, 
Mabel Lake, and, also, Commonage 
and Okanagan Landing. 
Mr. Wilson received a call from 
Mt. Pleasant Church, Vancouver, 
in 1898. He, however, decided to 
remain until the congregation at 
V e r n o n became self-supporting. 
This objective was attained in 1899, 
and immediately afterwards Dr. Wil-
son was the recipient of another 
call from Mt. Pleasant, Vancouver, 
which he accepted. He left Vernon 
on January 4th, 1900. 
We now leave Vernon to pass 
south and gather up the early 
story of Benvoulin and Kelowna. 
Rev. Mr. Langill, it seems, held 
his services in Lequime's hall. In 
1893 J. M. Millar, now Dr. Millar, 
Principal of Robertson College, Ed-
monton, and brother of Rev. J. Fer-
guson Millar, Minister at Penticton 
for the past 18 years, was appointed 
as student missionary to Benvoulin, 
Okanagan Mission, etc. This sec-
tion of the Valley was from that 
time separated from the Vernon 
Church. Students who followed 
were: McVicar, son of Principal Mc-
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Vicar of Montreal Presbyterian Col-
lege for many years, 1894; Reid, 
1894; McKay, 1895, an ordained 
man, J. H. Wallace, 1896; Alex 
Dunn, 1896; A. C. Strachan, 1897; 
Geo. Mason, 1897; Rev. R. Boyle, 
the first regularly ordained man, 
1898-99; Rev. P. D. Muir, 1899-
1902; Chas. Foote, 1902. 
Stories come floating down from 
this period that have the tang of 
pioneer days about them. On one 
oceasion the Minister became ir-
ritated by a restless child in church. 
He made some reference to it and 
the father took the child out. After 
the service there were words be-
tween father and minster, which 
finally terminated in a fisticuff en-
counter between the two. 
At the Benvoulin Church, when 
a funeral service was being con-
ducted by a visiting minister over 
the body of one, Hugh Keyes, a 
pause occurred. The ushers, not 
used to church funerals, decided 
that it was time for the offering. 
So the plate was passed with all 
due decorum and very few present 
felt the incongruity of the circum-
stance. 
Mr. Boyle was an Irishman, a 
great horse fancier, and something 
of a vet. 
Mr. Foote, one of the students, 
was drowned. He was one who 
was much lo'-ed by the people. 
The Mayor of Kelowna, D. W. 
Sutherland, was teacher of the Bible 
Class in the Union Sunday School 
in the early days. He often passed 
the plate to Lord and Lad> Aber-
deen, who resided at intervals on 
their ranch in the vicinity, from 
1892 on. 
The Benvoulin church is now 
practically the only outstanding 
landmark of the real early days. 
It was built in 1892, in Rev. Mr. 
Langill's day, by H. W. Raymer. 
The Presbyterians of Guelph, On-
tario, contributed to its support as 
part of their missionary work. Its 
name "Bethel" was bestowed by 
Lady Aberdeen. 
The First Knox Church, Kelowna, 
was built in 1897 by M. J. Curts. 
This was during the pastorate of 
Rev. R. Boyle. Having now, rough-
ly speaking, brought our history all 
along the line up to the end of the 
19th century, we shall, retrace our 
steps northward and bring it up to 
date at each point. 
In 1905 the congregation at Kel-
owna became self-sustaining and 
called Rev. A. W. K. Herdman, who 
remained till 1912. It was durina, 
his pastorate that the fine new 
Knox Church, the best, in the Val-
ley, was built. The corner stone 
was "well and truly laid" on Sept 
30th, 1909, by Mayor Sutherland, 
assisted by Hon. Price Ellison, and 
the dedication took place on Oct 
23rd. 1910. 
Mr. Herdman was succeeded by 
Rev. Alexander Dunn. 
Alexander Dunn had been the 
student-in-charge at an earlier date. 
He was noted as a great walker, 
as an unusual preacher, as a man 
of quick action and unsparing ser-
vice. Often in his student days he 
had sat up all night with sick 
bachelors. 
In 1916 he returned from the 
General Assembly, held in Winnipeg, 
at which the church union issue 
was decided. So imbued was he 
with the union spirit that he im-
mediately resigned to make local 
union possible in Kelowna. The Un-
ion Church, accordingly, came into 
being with Rev. E. D. Braden, the 
Methodist Minister, in charge. Mr. 
Braden remained until 1923 when 
he was succeeded by Rev. A. Mc-
Lurg, who continued in the pastor-
ate until the present year, 1926. 
Benvoulin, separated from Kelow-
na, had many changes of pastorates. 
Rev. Messrs. J. R. O'Brien, 1912: 
W. T. Beattie, 1915; D. Lister. j 1916; J. F. Briggs, 1917; W. H. 
Bates, 1918; were among those who 
ministered there. Rev. J. A. Dow 
came from Enderby in 1920 and 
ministered to Rutland, Benvoulin. 
and Glenmore for five years. The 
work took on an atmosphere of 
real stability under his steady pas-
torate, and, when local union was 
consumated at Rutland in 1925. 
the field immediately became self-
supporting. Rev. A. McMillan is 
now minister. 
There is one minister of the 
Okanagan Centre field who cannot 
be passed over, viz. Rev. C. Camp-
bell Brown. Mr. Campbell Brown 
was a missionary of the English 
Presbyterian Church in Amoy, China 
for some twenty years. His healtfa 
iailing he sought the climate of the 
Okanagan. Purchasing a small fruit 
ranch at Rattlesnake Point, on Kala-
malka Lake, he settled down to as 
quiet a life as his eager spirit would 
allow. When his health had im-
proved somewhat lie was asked to 
take charge of the Okanagan Cen-
tre field. He accepted. Usually 
he walked between his preaching 
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points. His literary gifts and his i 
other scholarly attainments made J 
him a prime favorite, especially at j 
Okanagan Centre, where his fort-
nightly Saturday night lectures, at 
the Rainbow Ranch, were a feature | 
if the community's life. Here, and; 
also at his other preaching points. 
Winfield, Commonage, and Okan-
igan Landing, his other great gift | 
>f spirituality was what drew most 
men to him. While outwardly he [ 
^eemed to find little response, the 
real facts were much in evidence j 
when, after six years among them j 
_.nd a brief absence, he passed away 
in Vancouver. Men who never at-1 
;ended any of his services were all 
broken up. On every hand men ; 
-till say, "Mr. Brown was a good 
man." 
When we left Vernon in 1900 I 
Rev. Mr. Wilson had just left. A | 
number of rather brief pastorates ; 
followed; Rev. Joseph McCoy, 1900-j 
J902; Rev. R. W. Craw, 1902-1905; 
Rev. Logie MacDonnell. 1906-1910; 
Rev. G. C. F. Pringle, 1910-1912. j 
Mr. MacDonnell came of a distin- j 
guished line of Presbyterian Minis-
ters, and his gifts augured a bril- I 
liant career; but tuberculosis com-
pelled his resignation, and sometime J 
later he passed away, at his home ! 
in Fergus, Ontario. 
Mr. Pringle, formerly of the Yuk-
on, afterwards a padre at the Front, 
and now of the picturesque Marine 
Mission on the Coast, after a very 
popular pastorage of two years, mar-
ried a daughter of the congregation. 
Miss Bell, and departed. 
Rev. C. O. Main, 1912-1918, was 
Minister during the war. Both a 
military camp and an internment 
camp were located at Vernon, and 
Mr. Main was able to touch both 
of these effectively, besides taking 
a leading part as a citizen in those 
momentous days. His high in-
tellectual gifts, and his power of 
distinguished utterance, made him 
not only an imcomparable preacher 
but a public speaker who could al-
ways be counted on to treat his 
subject with depth and breadth. 
Nor were his affections limited, and 
many a home knew the touch of his 
sympathy. 
Rev. Lennox Fraser. 1919-1923, 
who succeeded Mr. Main was a High-
land Scotsman. The Celtic fire 
burned brightly in both heart and 
brain. His rugged and massive 
thought, independent and unfettered, 
save by love, burst all bounds and 
Jrew great crowds to St. Andrews. 
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His recent death at Collingwood 
came as a terrible blow to Vernon 
people. 
We left the parent charge of 
Spallumcheen with Rev. J. Knox 
Wright. Rev. Thomas George Mc-
Leod. now a resident of California, 
succeeded him in 189 6 and remained 
until 1902. During this period an 
exciting occasion arose over the 
building of a new manse. The old 
one at Lansdowne had been burned 
down during Mr. Wright's time, 
and Lansdowne had ceased to be 
a centre. Enderby and Armstrong 
accordingly were rivals for the hon-
or of having the minister reside 
with them. Enderby had a site but 
Armstrong congregation promptly 
secured a better one. The rivalry 
extended beyond the congregations. 
When the evening for the crucial 
meeting at Lansdowne came, the 
hotel keepers of both towns who 
had the biggest wagons, brought 
all the voters they could haul. When 
the Minister as Chairman, ruled out 
certain votes from Mara and Grind-
rod, as not being included in the 
pastoral charge, Armstrong won the 
day, and the present fine manse 
situated on its two acres of glebe, 
was built in 1898. The same pas-
torate saw the erection of Zion 
Church, Armstrong, in 1901. 
Rev. Duncan Campbell, now Min-
ister at Chilliwack, succeeded Mr. 
McLeod in 1902. He was a bach-
elor at that time. He was, how-
ever, a great gardener, and during 
his time the manse grounds were 
laid out and beautified. 
His regular Sunday's round con-
sisted of Enderby, Hullcar, and Arm-
strong. Falkland and Glenemma 
was created as a separate field in 
19 07, and Rev. W. Akitt, a retired 
Minister resident near Armstrong, 
continued to serve it until 1923, 
when it became co-operative ter-
ritory under the care of the Method-
is! Church. 
Mr. Campbell was a forceful per-
sonality. He was Convener of 
Home Missions after Mr. Wilson left 
Vernon, and visited the distant 
points of Presbytery as well as the 
near. He made one trip in the 
heart of winter, January, 1911, to 
Quesnel to induct the writer as 
Minister there. It was 30° below 
zero and 220 miles of the trip had 
to be made by stage. 
One good story of his stay in 
Armstrong illustrates his forceful-
ness. A Chinaman was working in 
his celery plot one Sunday morning 
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about 4 a. m. Biggs, the blacksmith, 
opened his window and called "Jim, 
don't you know this is Sunday." 
Jim replied nodding toward the 
manse, "Me watch, me see smoke, 
me quit." 
The pastoral charge of Spallum-
cheen disappears from the church 
records in 1911, for in that year 
Armstrong and Enderby separated. 
Mr. Campbell chose to remain with 
Enderby. A fine brick church, "St. 
Andrew's," had been erected there 
during his ministry. Mr. Fortune 
lived here, but it was the weaker 
charge. All these considerations 
appealed to Mr. Campbell. He re-
mained at Enderby for two years 
longer. 
Rev. J. A. Dow succeeded in 1913 
and remained until 1920. 
Rev. Peter Henderson was called 
to Armstrong in 1911 and remained 
until 1917. These two, together 
with Mr. C. O. Main, made a trio 
which was marked by a fine friend-
ship, a friendship that was shared 
by their wives. This comradeship 
was deepened by a dark and tragic 
cloud of sorrow which befell in the 
year 1915, when Mr. Dow's home 
was burned to the ground on a 
winter night, his only daughter be-
ing a victim of the flames. The 
tragedy left its enduring mark on 
all concerned and called forth not 
only expressions of deepest sym-
pathy, but also of highest esteem 
from Presbytery and congregation. 
Earlier in the same year Messrs. 
Dow and Henderson officiated at 
the funeral of Mr. Fortune who 
passed away on July 5th, aged 85. 
It was a memorable occasion. All 
ranks and conditions of men were 
present. Hon. Price Ellison, sat 
near the front. A seat or two be-
hind him sat the local Indian Chief; 
and other citizens from all over the 
North Okanagan filled the church 
to overflowing, for Mr. Fortune had 
been the friend of every man. 
In June 1911, a complimentary j 
banquet <tiad been tendered Mr. 
Fortune by these same friends, on 
the occasion of the 45th anniversary j 
of his arrival in the valley. Reply- I 
ing to a toast on that occasion, Mr. j 
Fortune, in the course of his speech, 
said: "There are many pioneers in | 
this district who are making their 
mark, yet they are not banquetted 
like this. Were 1 a genius who 
had given to the world some great 
and good work or had invented some 
machine destined to be of untold 
benefit to mankind, then, such an 
honor as this could be well under-
stood. Hut instead of any of these. 
here 1 am, a plain simple clod-
hopper, and because I have held 
to the work and love of Jesus, just 
my duty, yon have showed ine this 
honor." 
The writer succeeded Mr. Hender-
son as Minister at Armstrong com-
ing in February, 19IS, and is, there-
fore, in the ninth year of his pas-
torate. Rev. John W. Scott suc-
ceeded Mr. Dow at Enderby and 
continued until 1925, when he was 
followed by Rev. J. L. King. 
Mrs. A. L. Fortune still lives on 
the old spot on the bank of the 
Spallumcheen river. In spite of ad-
vancing years she is perennially 
young. Among the trophies of the 
past, which she is surrounded with, 
are two silver trowels, one pre-
sented to Mr. Fortune when he laid 
the corner stone of Zion Church, 
Armstrong, and the other presented 
to Mrs. Fortune, when she officiated 
in a similar function for St. An-
drew's Church, Enderby. The silver 
tea set presented at the banquet 
mentioned above, is always produc-
ed when honored guests call. 
In front of the Enderby Church 
there stands a monument, erected 
in 1924 by the old timers of the 
Valley in co-operation with the Pres-
bytery of Kamloops, with this in-
scription:— 
In Honour Of 
Alexander Leslie Fortune 
1831-1915 
Interred in Lansdowne Cemetery. 
A member of the Cariboo Overland 
Party of 18 62. 
The first settler in the North Okan 
agan, 186 6. 
The first elder of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Valley. 
A friend of all classes and creeds, 
Indian and White. 
A Gracious Gentleman. 
"I have held to the work and love 
of Jesus—just my duty." 
Erected by early settlers and other 
friends. 
Humour In the Okanagan 
L. Xorris 
In early days here, it was a stand- i nelius O'Keefe deceased, the post 
ing joke to refer to the late Cor- I master, as "The O'Keefe of Okan-
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..gan" pronouncing the last word 
as if it rhymed with Finnegan or 
Flannigan. There was nothing 
nasty or malicious about it because 
the late Mr. O'Keefe, a native of 
Quebec, although of Irish decent, a 
.vealthy stock raiser and a genial, 
Kindly man, was well liked and re-
spected by everyone. But it was 
suggested by the association of the 
two names and sanctified by use. 
It was perennial. 
Some of his neighbours did not 
understand it but a lot of them, 
George and Charles Vernon, Samuel 
and James Lyons, Tronson, Conroy, 
Hozier and others, all Irish, ap-
preciated it. They knew that in 
Ireland, before the seventeenth cen-
tury, it was the custom for each 
Tribe or clan to elect its own chief 
or sub-king, who was duly inaur-
urated as The O'Dowd or The 
O'Flatherty as the case might be. 
And the descendants of these men 
for centuries afterwards clung ten-
aciously to the title as they did in-
deed to everything else which re-
minded them of the vanished glories 
of their respective houses. After 
T. P. O'Conner first took his seat 
in the House of Commons in 1889, 
two of them sat with him, The 
O'Donahue and The O'Gorman-Ma-
hon; and Whittacker's Almanac for 
19 24, gives the number of men then 
living who might rightfully use the 
ancient Irish title "The," in some 
form, as thirteen. 
Given a number of Irishmen and 
the association of the two names 
and the thing was inevitable. It 
couldn't be helped. 
The name "O'Keefe" is Irish, 
pure Irish, and is said to mean 
"Of the church" but the etymology 
of "Okanagan" is doubtful. In R. 
E. Gosnell's Year Books for 189 7 
he refers to it in this way: "Okan-
agan, an Indian name, Ukanakane, 
meaning 'people of Ukane,' the af-
rix 'ane' and 'ene' meaning 'people 
of as in Spallumcheen. Similkameen 
and Tulameen." He, however, at-
tempts no explanation of the mean-
ing of the first part or prefix of the 
word. 
On the other hand the late Sir 
William Dawson, at one time Prin-
cipal of McGill, is of the opinion 
hat the American Indian word 
'oke" with others of a like import 
•.re of Asiatic origin, and may be 
'ound scattered over wide areas. 
Want of space forbids quoting him 
at length, but two foot notes taken 
from his "Fossil Men" will serve 
to show how unreservedly he com-
mits himself to this view. To page 
253 is appended the following note: 
"The word is allied to Mandan 
Okee, Sioux Oghee, Iroquois Oke, 
Esquimaux Aghatt, Algonquin Og-
hee-ma. It seems to mean the chief, 
or highest one, and is, perhaps, al-
lied to the Og and Agag of the 
prehistoric peoples of Palestine." 
And to page 282: — 
"Wakon or Augha is the same 
with the Canadian Oki Agui, and 
the prefix Tonga may be compared 
with the Mongolian Tong or Tang 
and the Chinese Tien, the name of 
the Sky-God." 
Elsewhere, he says that Omaha 
is another form of the word Oke, 
and continuing, he says: "Further, 
a slight acquaintance with these 
languages (American Indian) is suf-
ficient to show that they are con-
nected with the older languages of 
the Eastern continent by a great 
variety of the more permanent root 
words and with some even in gram-
matical structure." 
The local Indians say it means 
"Big Head" and applies to a race 
of men, and they ascribe to these 
men the qualities of skill in strat-
egy and valor in battle,—men hard 
to conquer or beat. It is to be 
hoped that some of our members 
will pursue this subject further, and 
acquaint us with the result of their 
researches. In the meantime it may 
be worth noting, that there is noth-
ing inconsistent in this explanation 
of the meaning of the word as given 
by the Indians, with the opinions 
above mentioned, of Mr. Gosnell 
and Sir William Dawson. 
It was the linking up of these 
two names,—the name of the post-
office and the name of the post-
master,—a rather curious* combina-
tion from the view point of the 
etymologist, which gave rise to this 
venerable witticism (The O'Keefe 
of 'O-can-i-gan') over which the 
early settlers were, occasionally, 
wont to make merry. But the old 
post office at the head of the Lake, 
of rough boards, with its doors and 
windows in the end, which old-
timers will remember so well, has 
vanished beyond recall with much 
else belonging to the intimate his-
tory of the early settlers. 
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The Townsite of Vernon, B.C. 
I.. Norris 
On the 1st September, 1867 the 
late Luc Girouard pre-empted Lot 
71, the land through which the 
western end of Barnard Avenue 
now runs, and he secured his Crown 
Grant for the same on the 15th 
July, 188 7, nearly twenty years 
afterwards. 
Amos Delorier pre-empted Lot 72 
and the N. E. quarter of Section 
34, township 9, through which the 
eastern end of Barnard Avenue 
now runs, on the 30th September, 
1878 and his Crown Grant for the 
same is dated 27th September, 1883. 
The boundary line between the two 
pre-emptions is Swan Lake Creek. 
In July, 18 84 there were but four 
residences where what is now the 
City of Vernon, Luc Girouard's ca-
bin (now in the Vernon Park) that 
part of the Vernon Hotel which 
stands with its gable end to Bar-
nard Avenue, Price Ellison's house, 
and Amos Delorier's old cabin. 
There was also the Government 
Lock-up which stood on the Amos 
Delorier pre-emption not far from 
Mr. Ellison's house. The Amos 
Delorier Pre-emption record ex-
pressly reserves one half acre out 
of the N. E. quarter of Section 34 
where the Lock-up stood. The 
Lock-up was afterwards pulled down 
and erected behind the brick Court 
House now used as a school on 
Coldstream street. The hewn logs 
of which it was built are now in-
corporated in the walls of the house 
on Lot 15, Block 49, Map 327, own-
ed by P. L. Topham of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. 
During the month of July, 1884, 
W. F. Cameron built his first store. 
This was the first building in Ver-
non built for a store and after-
wards used exclusively for that pur-
pose. In the following year E. J. 
Tronson and his partner Charles 
Brewer laid out the townsite of 
Centreville, and in September of the 
same year (1885) the first Govern-
ment Office (the old white cottage 
on Coldstream street) and the Vic-
toria Hotel were under construction. 
During the autumn of 188 5, and in 
the following year, several small 
dwellings and other buildings were 
erected, and the future city of Ver- j 
non was off to a good start. 
A good many of the residents of 
Vernon, who were here before the i 
completion of the Shuswap and Ok- \ 
anagan Railway, will remember the 
peculiar formation of the banks o_ 
Swan Lake Creek at the old wood-
en bridge which spanned the stream 
where the present cement bridge 
now stands on Barnard Avenue. 
If the teamster drove over the 
bridge he would not see it, but if. 
as frequently happened, he used 
the ford, just above the bridge, for 
the purpose of watering his horse-
in crossing, he could not fail to see 
how closely the banks approached 
each other just under the bridge. 
It was this peculiar formation of the 
banks of the stream at this point 
which gave the place, where the city 
of Vernon now stands, its name in 
the Indian tongue, "Nintle-moos-
chin," meaning a little or short jump 
over or step-over. The white man's 
name for the place was P r i e s f s 
Valley. 
When Messrs Tronson and Brewer 
who owned the first saw mill in 
Vernon, laid out the townsite of 
Centreville, the twro roads which 
ran through it are now known as 
Coldstream and Mission Streets. 
Prior to that time in the late 
seventies, there was a blacksmith's 
shop on Price Ellison's farm. It 
stood out rather prominently on 
the side of the road near his house. 
The presence of this blacksmith's 
shop on the side of the road, caused 
the place to be sometimes referred 
to as "Forge Valley," and it is call-
ed Forge Valley in the Pre-emption 
record which Amos Delorier got of 
part of the townsite in 1878, and 
elsewhere in the old Land Records 
in the Vernon office. Neither "Cen-
treville" nor "Forge Valley," how-
ever, became popular as a name for 
the place. It was usually known 
as Priest's Valley, and this was 
the name given the post office when 
it was opened on the first of Nov. 
18 84. Three years after, on the 
1st Nov. 1887, the name was chang-
ed to Vernon, in honor of Forbes 
George Vernon, who was owner oi 
the Coldstream Ranch, and at the 
time. Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works for the Province. 
During the second quarter of last 
century, the missionaries, who came 
around Cape Horn or over the Lewis 
and Clarke trail from the Mississippi, 
began to penetrate British Colum-
bia, from the Columbia River north, 
following in the foot steps of the 
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fur-traders. The activities of these 
missionaries were considerable, and 
we know that Father Nobili made 
ihe trip northward from the Colum-
bia River, and that in 1846 he was 
baptizing Indians on the shores of 
Babine Lake. We also have it on 
ihe authority of a former Minister 
of the Crown in the late Borden 
Government at Ottawa, that there is 
a map extant showing a strip of 
Territory, not very wide, but ex-
rending north to the head of Okan-
agan Lake, and thence towards 
Kamloops, the Fraser River, Cari-
boo, and beyond, as being the only 
portion of British Columbia then 
Christianised, the remainder of the 
Province being shewn as still pagan. 
It was during this time of the 
penetration of British Columbia by 
the Catholic missionaries that the 
priests built a cabin, as a stopping 
place for themselves, at a conveni-
ent day's journey north from Okan-
agan Mission. The old cabin was 
burnt down many years ago. It is 
said to have stood across Long Lake 
creek, about opposite to the old 
mill house on the Tronson property. 
If the exact spot can be located it 
should be marked. It was the 
building of this priests' house here, 
which caused the valley from Vernon 
to Okanagan Lake to be known as 
Priest's Valley. 
The Vernons came originally from 
Vernon in Normandy. Two broth-
ers, Richard and Walter de Vernon 
came over with William the Con-
queror, and settled in England. 
Early in the seventeenth century 
one of their descendants, a Colonel 
Edward Vernon, received a grant 
of the lands and castle of Clontarf 
in Ireland. It was from this Irish 
branch of the Vernons that Forbes 
George Vernon, after whom the 
city of Vernon was named, was 
descended. His father was John 
Edward Vernon of Clontarf Castle, 
near Dublin. 
It may be worth noting here, that 
the Latin device or motto of Ver-
non, the ancient French city, is: 
Ver non semper viret Vernon sem-
per viret. This, according to An-
atole France, gives us to under-
stand that, while the Spring (ver) 
is not always green,—flourishing, 
Vernon (the city) is always flour-
ishing. 
It is this equivoke or play on 
words, that is meant by Sir Walter 
Scott in "Rob Roy," when he makes 
Diana Vernon say, in the Library, 
to Frank Osbaldistone: "Do you not 
know our motto?—the Vernon mot-
to, where: — 
Like the solemn vice, iniquity 
We moralize two meanings in one 
word." 
A Whale Bone Found on Okanagan Lake 
L. N 
A good many of the early set-
tlers around Vernon will remember, 
that about thirty of thirty-five years 
ago, a large bone lay for years on 
the verandah of the old white cot-
tage, in the lower part of the town, 
which was the Government Agent's 
Office at the time. This bone was 
reported to have been found by the 
Lake. Later on, when the Govern-
way between Kelowna and Pentic-
ton, on the east shore of Okanagan 
Lake. Later on when the Govern-
ment Offices were moved from the 
old Court House to the new, in 
November, 1914. search was made 
for the bone. It was found in a 
neighboring woodshed where it was 
being used as a block on which to 
split kindling. When it was found 
in the woodshed, it appeared to be 
fast disintregating; the surface 
• rumbled to the touch when rub-
bed and gave off a fine white pow-
der as if it had been thickly dusted 
vith flour. Since it has been in 
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the damp air of the vault in the 
new Court House it has toughened 
up again, and become clean and 
hard. 
It appears that Captain Shorts, 
with an Indian, was making a land-
ing in a row boat at the time he 
noticed it in five or six feet . of 
water, and fished it out. It has since 
been identified by Mr. Francis Ker-
mode. Curator of the Provincial 
Museum, Victoria, as part of the 
vertibrae of a whale. 
Some years ago this bone was 
shown to a member of the faculty 
of the University of British Colum-
bia, who was on a visit here. The 
learned Professor, while very care-
ful not to commit himself by any 
definite statement, expressed the 
opinion that it was probably of very 
great antiquity and one of the most 
remarkable archeological finds made 
in British Columbia for many years. 
But he said that it was useless from 
a scientific view point unless the 
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finding of it (with the time and 
place) could be established by un-
impeachable proof. This could 
easily have been done at the time 
it was found. Absolute proof might 
have been established by the af-
fidavits of Captain Shorts and the 
Indian who was with him, and of 
others who had knowledge of the 
facts; but this was not done, and 
now both Captain Shorts and the 
Indian who was with him, at the 
time the bone was lound, are dead, 
and no one seems to know much 
about it. 
The old-timer, when asked by the 
Arkansas Traveller how long he had 
been in the country, replied: "Say, 
i stranger, do you see that hill over 
I there? Well, that was here when 
I I came." 
I 
Had this old bone been in ques-1
 tion, possibly, the terms might with 
reason have been reversed. But 
this relic of the past, probably of 
I Inconceivably great antiquity, which 
might have served a useful purpose 
in settling questions relating to the 
geology of the Okanagan Valley, is 
today, for want of a little timely 
attention in establishing, by ade-
quate proof, the facts connected 
with its discovery, a thing of no 
account, an old bone picked up at 
random—and nothing more. 
The Boundary Line 
L. Norris 
The trip made by David Stuart 
from Ft. Okanagan to Kamloops in 
the autumn of 1812, on the occas-
ion when Alexander Ross accom-
panied him to the forks of the Si-
milkameen, was one of the most 
momentous events in the history of 
this Province. It inaugurated that 
great line of communication from 
the Columbia River northward 
through the Okanagan Valley and 
on the Stuart Lake and Peace River 
countries over which the missionar-
ies passed on their Way to Christ-
ianize the Indians, and over which 
the bulk of the fur trade of the 
interior was carried on for many 
years before the present city of Vic-
toria was even thought of. 
It was no doubt during the time 
when this was the great trade route 
of the interior, that the map was 
compiled of which we have know-
ledge. This map shows a narrow 
strip of territory along the trade 
route colored red, indicating there-
by that this was the only portion 
of British Columbia then Christian-
ized. 
In 1818 a treaty was concluded 
between England and - the United 
States, whereby the 49th parallel 
was adopted as the boundary line 
between the two countries, from the 
Lake of the Woods to the Rocky 
Mountains. It was also agreed to 
between the two high contracting 
parties, that the subjects and citi-
zens of both should have the right 
of free entry, for the purpose of 
trade and exploration, to all the re-
gion lying west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, and between Alaska and Mex-
ico; but without either party hav-
ing the right of exercising sover-
eignity over it. This arrangement 
lasted until 18 46. California then 
belonged to Mexico with the 42nd 
parallel N. Lat. as its northern 
boundary. Later on, in 1825, by 
a treaty between England and Rus-
sia, the southern boundary of the 
Alaskan "panhandle" or narrow 
strip running south along the coast, 
was fixed at 54 degrees and 40 
minutes of N. Lat. The whole re-
gion was then known as "Oregon." 
During the negotiations which re-
sulted in the signing of the Ash-
burton Treaty in 1842, which set-
tled the question of the boundary 
between the State of Maine and 
Canada, an effort was made to reach 
an agreement regarding the bound-
ary between Canada and the United 
States, west of the Rocky Mountains, 
but it fell through. 
The following year, in 1843, Pre-
sident Tyler, in his Annual Message 
to Congress, defined the claims of 
the United States to Oregon as an 
unqualified right to the whole ter-
ritory.' Again, in 18 45, President 
Polk, in his inaugural address, de-
clared that the whole territory be-
longed by right to the United States, 
and repeated this declaration in his 
Message to Congress in 1846 in lan-
guage so emphatic as to suggest the 
possibility of war. The grounds on 
which this claim was based are not 
very clear; but England herself, 
even while in joint occupation of it, 
seems to have recognized the pos-
sibility of the whole territory be-
longing some day to the United 
States. The negotiations, preceding 
the Treaty of 1825, settling the 
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southern boundary of Alaska, were 
prolonged for three whole years 
through the persistance with which 
the English tried unsuccessfully to 
secure, from the Russians, access 
to the Pacific through Russian ter-
ritory, in case they should be ex-
cluded later on, from hte territory 
south of Alaska, by the United 
States. 
When the Democratic Party as-
sem'ikd in convention in Baltimore 
in 184 4, to choose a candidate for 
the Presidency at the approaching 
election, they adopted as one of the 
planks in their platform the right 
of the United States to the whole 
territory. It was then the election 
cry w a^s heard of "fifty-four forty 
or fight"; they would have it all 
or (with the help of the Irish) lick 
the British. 
Negotiations wrere resumed, and 
in August 18 46 a treaty was signed 
makine: the 49th parallel the bound-
ary line from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Gulf of Georgia. 
This settlement of the dispute 
gave offense to some people in this 
country. They said that the Repre-
sentatives of England had given way 
unduly to the Americans, and had 
needlessly sacrificed British terri-
tory without realizing in the least 
the value of the thing they were 
giving away. And some even said 
that the Salmon not rising to the 
fly in the Columbia River was re-
garded by the English as a matter 
of grave import and weighed with 
them in their deliberations. It is, 
of course, the inalienable right of 
every free born Briton to malign 
his own country, and choose his 
own method of doing so. 
The Americans found the English 
keeniy alive to the value of the 
territory in dispute. The English 
stiffly maintained that the whole 
Territory north of the Columbia 
River belonged by right to England; 
it was British,—not American,— 
Fur Companies had controlled the 
trade on the Columbia from 1813 
on, and had opened up the great 
rade route to the north. But 
California still belonged to Mexico, j 
and, had the English demand been 
granted, it would have left the Uni-
ted States without a harbour on the 
Pacific worth mentioning. England 
soon found herself confronted with 
something very much like her own 
arguments in a somewhat modified 
form, when, in former years, she had 
"•omplained that the attitude of the 
United States was unfriendly and 
unreasonable. Both parties found 
the situation difficult. Each in 
turn was confronted with the al-
ternative of either modifying theii 
demands or going to war. In any 
case it is a far cry from the 49 th 
parallel to the fiords of Alaska. 
In 1825 England tried unsuccess-
fully to gain access to the Pacific 
through the panhandle Of Alaska. 
In 1846 she accepted the 49th par-
allel, and had the settlement been 
deferred for another ten years she 
would probably have secured the 
Columbia River for her southern 
boundary; but a settlement of the 
dispute could not be put off any 
longer. The people of the United 
States knew what was going 
on. In 1844 the attention of the 
U. S. Senate was called to the fact 
that England had leased the whole 
territory to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany; that the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany had six permanent establish-
ments on the coast and sixteen in 
the interior, and six armed vessels, 
one of which was a steamer; and 
that the English were gradually oc-
cupying the whole territory, and 
were becoming entrenched in it. 
With these facts confronting him 
President Polk brought matters to 
a head in 1846. 
An examination of the facts will 
show that the Columbia as a bound-
ary was lost to England before the 
negotiations commenced, and that 
the United States never had any 
chance of having her claim allowed, 
when she demanded the whole ter-
ritory. We in this country, have 
little to complain of; the Treaty 
of 1846 completed the southern 
boundary of an Empire, greater in 
area than the United States, and 
probably richer in natural resources. 
In dealing with the history of 
the Okanagan Valley, it will help 
to explain much if it is borne in 
mind that up to 1846 this coun-
try was held jointly by England 
and the United States. And it was 
owing to th'e peculiar manner in 
which it was then held by the two 
powers which enabled the Fur Com-
panies on the Columbia, first Am-
erican and later English, to control 
the trade on that river, and to 
open up and maintain, uninterrupt-
edly for thirty-five years, the great 
trade route up the Okanagan Val-
ley and northward through what 
is now British Columbia. 
It is well also to bear in mind, 
that when the old election cry of 
"fifty-four forty or fight" threw the 
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people of the United States into I ley and British Columbia that were 
a fever of excitement and war was j at stake, 
imminent, it was the Okanagan Val- ) 
Mussel Shells 
I J. Norris 
In 19 24 Mr. Bartholomew Oxley 
found about three buckets full of 
mussel shells on the property of 
Messrs P. Burns & Co. on the west 
side of Mission Street, in the City 
of Vernon, at a depth of about 
three feet below the surface of the 
ground, near the bank of Long 
Lake Creek; along with them were 
found a stone axe, and several In-
dian arrow heads. 
These shells were afterwards id-
entified by Mr. Francis Kermode, 
Curator of the Provincial Museum, 
Victoria, as the Margaritana mar-
garitifera var. falacata, commonly 
called the Pearly River Mussel. 
Mr. Alexander Ross says that 
shells, similar to these, were used 
by the Indians in the Okanagan as 
a medium of exchange, a hundred 
years ago, when he was in the coun-
try. It appears the Indians on the 
coast used a kind of wild hemp 
which grew in the Okanagan for 
making fishing nets, and the 
Okanagan Indians traded wild hemp 
for shells. The shells increased in 
value according to their size. Few 
of them exceeded 3 inches in length, 
and the Indians called them "Higua" 
As indicating their relative value 
Mr. Ross gives us to understand 
that a new gun was, approximately, 
of the value of six higua 2 V2 inches 
long. As a lot of the shells found 
by Mr. Oxley were 2y2 inches long, 
this cache must have been of con-
siderable value. 
On page 30 of his "Fur Hunters 
of the Far West" Mr. Ross says: 
"The Red Fox spoken of was the 
head chief of the Okanagan Nation, 
and had formerly been in the habit 
of going to the Pacific on trading 
excursions, carrying with him a 
species of wild hemp, which the In-
dians along the Pacific make into 
fishing nets, and in exchange, the 
Okanagans bringing back marine 
shells and other trinkets, articles 
of value among the Indians." 
Mr. F. M. Buckland reports the 
finding of a small cache of these 
shells, mixed with some arrow heads, 
at Okanagan Mission. If any similar 
discovery is made we should be very 
much obliged if it is reported to 
our Secretary. 
The Overland Expedition of 1862 
L. Norris 
The number of men in this Expedition has been variously estimated. 
Some authorities place the number at 200 which is probably approximately 
correct. With them were A. L. Fortune, Peter Mclntyre, and Augustus 
Schubert and Mrs. Schubert and their three children. Mrs. Schubert 
was the only woman in the party. 
Of the three Schubert children Augustus, the eldest, was at the 
time the Expedition left Fort Garry in June, about five and a half years 
of age, the second, Mary Jane, about two years and ten months, and the 
youngest, James Armstrong, about one year and ten months old. All 
three children reached British Columbia, safe and sound. The eldest, 
Augustus, is now living on his farm, the Gum Boot Ranch, near Arm-
strong; the little girl, Mary Jane, grew to girlhood and returned to 
Winnipeg and died there in 1876. The youngest boy, James Armstrong, 
is now keeping store in Tulameen. These two men are now, as far as we 
are aware, the only survivors of this famous Expedition. 
The two Schubert brothers have lived in British Columbia practic-
ally all their lives, both are w e^ll known, and each can claim a wide circle 
of friends and acquaintances. In view of these facts it is not very clear 
why the death of the last survivor of the Expedition should be so often 
reported in the public press. As one writer in a coast paper last June, 
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pertinently observes: "Until comparatively recent date the death of the 
last survivor of the participants in the charge of the Light Brigade ap-
peared to take place almost annually, but now-a-days the mantle seems 
to have fallenupon the shoulders of the last of the Overlanders of 1862." 
This same writer then goes gravely on to tell the world all about 
the death of his own particular last surviving member of the Overland 
Expedition of 1862. 
Other Expeditions 
Sir Alexander McKenzie : 1789-1793 
Simon Fraser 1805-1808 
David Thompson 1790-1811 
Alexander Henry 1811-1814 
D. W. Harmon (with Simon Fraser) 1800-1819 
John McLeod 1822-1826 
Sir George Simpson 1828 
Robert Campbell 1830-1842 
David Douglas 1825-1832 
Paul Kane (under auspices of the H.B.C. ) 1846-1848 
Earl of Selkirk 1859-1860 
Captain Palliser 1857-18 60 
Dr. Cheadle and Lord Milton 1862 
Place Names—Their Significance 
(Adapted from R. E. Gosnell's Year Book ot B. C. 1907) 
Kamloops—From "Kamalulipa" meaning "cut tferough and water 
meeting." 
Kelowna—The Indian name for grizzly bear. 
Keremeos—An Indian tribe of the southern interior, the only Indians 
who sound the letter " r" Literally, "cut in two by a stream of water." 
Kettle River—From holes worn fn limestone rock by the action of hard 
pebbles and water. 
Lansdowne—After Lord Lansdowne. 
Mara—After J. A. Mara, ex. M. P. 
Okanagan—An Indian name "Ukanakane" meaning people of "Ukana" 
the affix "ane" and "ene" meaning "people of" as in Spokane, 
Spallumcheen, Similkameen and Tulameen. 
Osoyoos—Properly So-oyius, a sheet of water divided into two by a nar-
row extension of the land from opposite sides. 
Penticton--Indian name, properly Pente-hik-ton. 
Sicamous—Indian name, meaning "place cut through." 
Similkameen—An Indian name (See Okanagan) the abode of the 
Similaka-muh. 
Shuswap—Properly Seh-huap. 
Vernon-Af te r the Hon. F. G. Vernon. Agent General, an early settler 
in the Okanagan Valley, representative of the District in Parliament 
and a member of the Government. 
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Dates 
1792—Captain Grey enters the Columbia River and names the river after 
his ship, the "Columbia." 
1807—David Thompson reaches the Columbia River, over-land. 
1810 The Tonquin sails from New York with the Astor party. Wilson 
P. Hunt leaves Quebec with the over-land Astor party. 
1811—The Tonquin arrives on the Columbia in March. The Astor men 
establish Astoria and Fort Okanagan. David Thompson reaches the 
mouth of the Columbia in June. The crew of the Tonquin killed by 
the Indians and the ship blown up at Clayoquot. Dayid Stuart 
ascends Okanagan Lake.> 
1812—The Hunt party arrive on the Columbia. David Stuart reaches 
Kamloops and winters there. 
1813—The North West Company buy out the Astor interests and take 
over Astoria. Fort Kamloops established. 
1821—The North West Company and the Hudson's Bay Company 
amalgamate. 
1825—Tom McKay blazes the Hudson's Bay Brigade Trail from Fort 
Okanagan to Kamloops. 
1827—Fort Langley established. 
184 3—The City of Victoria founded (Camosun). 
1858—The first missionaries arrive at L'Anse au Sable (Okanagan 
Mission). 
IS59—The first land settlement at L'Anse au Sable. 
1860—Okanagan Mission established. 
18 64—Eli Lequime arrives at Okanagan Mission. 
1883—Canal from Okanagan. Lake to Enderby surveyed, Casimer Bonneau 
arrives at Okanagan Mission. 
1884—Myles McDonald arrives in Spallumcheen. 
1885—First Government Offices built and the Provincial Government 
Agency moved from Enderby to Vernon (Priest's Valley); 
1890—Construction work on the S.&O. Railway commenced. 
1892—Spallumcheen Municipality incorporated. Donald Graham, Reeve. 
City of Vernon incorporated. W. F. Cameron, Mayor. 
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